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To his Beloved Friends, hh 
- Inhabitants of the Town 
"of Mancheſter, 'in "the C 
Coiny V4 aatine of To | 


ho1 viſio a Vo 


ONS 
NOD beth brokemahe Health 


' the Nation, in ma 

A [ad and fore: Sichne 
| Epidemical: And he bath mad 
ſowe very | ſad Breaches. upon us.:by 
it.s. It ishis hand-, and he onght 
ad + A 3 to 


to be Gow and acknowledged in it, 4 
fo as Tam fare he is not. But when 
his hand is Iifted up, they will not 
ſec, but they ſhall ſee, Iſa. 26.17. 


0 fs a: Hong: to be topented, (ard 
xe than to be Yameyted'; if; we 
knew what that was\that-we cold do 
Fd "remed) if)T hat this Jud, ment is 
Rar ho Unnaw i 
edly undergone, and be through 
ſo unprofitably , in reſpeF of the 
Spiritual uſe of it. And I grieve 
heartily to ſee ſo many Sick, _ and 
tn Pain and Sorrow, but mo 
that -ſo few are at alt better # 
'tt-5\ or offer at all \at- M- 
frozement of "it. Certkinly, Gotls 


fudgments muſt be axtounded for ; 
whd of. we grawelly be: fo un- 


0\ _. 
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| concerned , his Controverſie with 
| as Jhatl not fall thus. 
) will be ſad, if ever our Lot fall 
; to be under his hand, when he 


s 
, 
| 


; 


| 


- Flint needs aa 


4nd it 


ſhall puniſh us, -yet ſeven: times 
more - for our Sizs, Levit. 28. - 
18, There. is a- fad and. unat- 
countable wunprofitableneſs 

Gods Ordinances. I know nd6t 
bat that God may offer 10 carry 
on his deſign upon mens: Somls , 
by . afflifting Providences - and 
nothing more like, than by Sithke 


neſs, that comes. ſo. near -t0 4s, 
That as God ſaid". in another 
caſe , If they will not believe, 
neirher hearken to the voice - of 
the firſt fign , they will, be- 


lievc the yoice Of 
A4 


the -.latter 
hgn, 


Hgn, þ Exodus 4. 8. ) . One: would. 1 


think'if the former way of.Preach- 
\ing be not believed, the'\ woice 
of -tbe:. ſecond . Sign in perſonal 
Application ( to their Pain and 
Coſt .-) by Sickneſs, ſhould be 
hearkened '\unto." But there is 
wither woice, nr. hearing; \God 
hearkens and hears , but they 
ſpeak - not ;aright.; no man Te- 
pcnts, of his wickedneſs, faying, 
what haycI done? ( Zeremzah 9. 
6.) Every one [bruitiſhly] returns 
fo Is courſe, as the hoxſe:rutheth 
into. the battel. Jt 


[ have. been affefled. with 
this ,' and. upon this occaſion 
have had thoughts on this ſub: 

2 " - J ect a; 


Q 
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Out of a real zeal againft 


| ? the woful ſecurity of this pres 
' fent time. And ſince 1 hawe 


no opportunity to ſerve the Souls 
of men by Preaching , T thought 
ro adventure for , once , this way, 
before 'I dye, to ſpeak to thoſe 
whom-»J.love, and ſeek their e- 
ternal good , whom otherwiſe "I 
Cannot. Joſh bly comp at. And. if 
it reach further than where I. am 
known.;. I know it may be nothing 
but . what. is needful , and God 
may bleſs it to many that are; 
or have been afflicted this way. TI 
do not'plead in Excuſe for Publiſh- 
ing. theſe Papers, That they were. 
extorted from me by the im: 
pertunity of any : For I: have 
KN not 


ol 


ot had opportunity ( as 
now digeſted) to Preach them 
to. any. And if there be any 
fault in Printing this, I take it 
wpon my ſelf, and am willing to 
zndergo the cenſure , whatewer it 
is, out of a deſire to do. good 
to thoſe that need it..-1 am 
ſure, in theſe ſad Circumſtances 
that we are .ing '1 ſhall. count it 
e ſmall matter to. be. {corned and 


they're 


flighted by any, if -I may do. good 


but toone afflicted or unafflicied' Sin- 


Zer. - 


TI am ſenſible, others of more au- 
thority, might have the advantage 
of their Parts and Names, to have 
done the work better. But" who 
| can 


OSA 
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; wnd jet it off for more general at. 
{ 
' 


| Carre] but this may find ſome ap- 
CEPTURce , Ma$ 17 1s /o ſencerely. F; 
" ended, and may provoke ſonis 
| rne-of a better Head , -and' Hearn, 

wed. Pen, to take up the Subyefl, 


| reptance? And if it attain but this 

| _— I ſhall not account my ak 
wonture ill made. 

; »-T confeſs , - My -tlefh cremables 
for fear of 'God, and: I am afraid 
of his judgments, Pſad. 119. r#b. 
It may be, by this time this gevs 
Pabliſhed , . the Diſlemper may \be 
abated. T pray God it may. But 
however the Diſcourſe will not "be 
unſeaſonable ; For the great ptox 
fit of Sickneſs, 1s moſt after 
Sickneſs. And as I am ſure many 


: 
: 


will 


will be found to have ſuffered. by \ 


it, ſo: amas ſure that toomeny | 
of them have not profited by »#t, | 
as they ſhould have done: So. that 


if the Sickneſs be done, the Duty 


of men 0n that - account will :he 


found undone. And beſides, - this 
may help us, againſt. God begin 
again with us ; or being. faithfully 
pradtifed, may pr event in ſome mea- 
ſure , the return of the Judgment. 
And the things prafliſed on this 
account, are never: unſeaſonable. 
What men would ſee ſhould have 
been done , mhen they come to dye, 
are as good to live with, as to At 
pith. 


God 


Ida tre en ation ns. 


God hath in a little time dealt 
Ph with us in theſe parts, in 
! a remarkable C ircumftance of his 
i hand; In removing ſo many 
| eldeſt Sons, and ſome only Sons 
and Heirs to Eſtates and Fami- 
| lies. This rod hath a voice in 
it, and the man of underſtanding 
| may know the matter, -Mic. 6, 
8. The Death of the firſt Born 
| broke the hardned Pharoah. Ged 
| will give 10 the truly humbled, 
| that wait upon him, in the way of 
| his Judoments, A better name 
' than that of ſons and daughters, 


| Jſa. 56. 5. 


i And may 'n0t we of this Town 
| 8 and repent , 'on the condſi- 


deration 


el DSS. FS, A. 44 * I Ih 


ou ww - - 


deration of \ the fore of Sickneſs \ 
(called the Sickneſs)? * An em © 
nent Miniſter born amongſt you, | 
and that lived and died in the © 
ſervice of your Souls, hath left | 
#n fome Papers of his , 'which TI * 
have ſeen, That you might Iye 

at the feet of the wiſeſs Gama» * 
hel., zo learn the meaning of | 
this Diſpenſation , that for three 
times together, at the forty 
Tears end, the Plague hath 
rvaged in this Town. He- con. - 
tinued with you the laft Plague, 
and you are now within @ part | 
of a year of the fourth fortieth 
Tear. 1 am ſure it can do you 
0 hurt, to fear leſt it ſhould 
keep the time with- yow 3 and ' 
" e- 


y pans Sx" 


7 1 doubt not, but you know you 
 * gre ripe enough for it. Bit 
| what if you ſet your ſelves, 


every Perſon and . Family, to 
caſt away your iniquities , and 


i to prepare to meet God, that 


God may paſs you by at this 
time? And it may do much t0- 


wards it, if you would do as 


much to prevent it, as you would 


be glad to do to remove it, if 


it were come upon you : And you 
would not loſe your labour if the 
Judgement ſhould not come. 1 do 
not deſire the woful day , the 
Lord knows, fer. 17. 16. I pray 


% 


for the good of the place, which I 


wiſh well to, above any place in the 


World, and do deſire the eternal 


welfare 


welfare of every Soul of you';- and © 


*> tl am on that account above all, in all 
| fancerity. 
Oftober I 7, 
. 1684. 
Your Friend 
| and-Servant , 
] {as HENRY NEWCOME. 
EET, - 
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An Help to the DUTY 
OF 
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Right Improvement - 
O F 


SICKNESS. 


_ 


Job 5. 6, 7, 9. 
' Altho aff. dion cometh not forth of the 
duſt, nor doth trouble ſpring out of 
_ the ground : 
Vet man is born unto trouble, as the 
' ſparks flie upward. 
I would ſcekunto God, and unto God 
would 1 commit my cauſe. 


Liphaz doth in theſe words, 
| FE ( however miſtaken in Jobs 
|; caſe, and ſo did not ſpeak of 
| God the thing that was right, Chap. 


B 42.7.) 


| oolfare of . every-Soul of \you y: and | 
am-0n that arcount above all, in » all | 


FRY. 


hater 12, 
4... 1684. 


Tour Friend : | 
and Servant , 
* HENRY NEWCOME. | 
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Right Improvement +» 
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SICKNESS. 


th. 


On weld 


| Job 5. 6, 7, 8. Te wa 
Altho affi: tion cometh not forth of the 
duſt, nor doth trouble ſpring out of 
_ the ground : | 
Tet man js born unto trouble, as the 
| ſparks flie upward. 
1 I would ſcekunto God, and unto God 


would I commit my cauſe. 


| 


—— Liphaz doth in theſe words, 
FE, ( however miſtaken in Jobs 
| caſe, and ſo did not ſpeak of 
God the thing that was right, Chap. 

B 42.7.J 


| An help to the Duty of 


42, 7.) give excellent counſel a-,” 


bout our carriage under affliction ; 
namely, That we ſhould look unto 
God as to the rife of it, and to him 
alore for relief. 


In them are two parts 3 

t. The conſiderations to lead to 
the Duty, v. 6, 7. 

2. The duty it ſelf, ov. 8. 


The conſideration under affliftion 
to Jead toour duty is, That affliCti- 
on doth not come fortuitouſly or 
accidentally, as if it riſe ont of the 
duſt, and came blindly, and of it 
ſelf upon us, as weeds that grow 
out of the earth without any th 
ing, or ploughing, or ſowing for 
them. They may come we know mot 
bow, as. to the Phyſical next cauſe, 
but not we know not why, as to the 
moral cauſe of them. Man- zs bot: 
(indeed) to trouble, as the ſparks t0 
flie upward; not made to R—_ (a 

TY arn 


. -, ww =o © ©. qQ4.,_— © 


Right improvement of Sickneſs. 
Math been well obſerved) but bor 


| tovit : As born, he is born in (in, and 


{ fo born to ſorrow : z and tho every 
| man is afflited one time or other, in 


| one kind or other; and men may 


| think, they have but their ſhare in 


the common heap of the troubles of 


the life of mankind ; yet this comes 
not of it ſelf ncither. it comes not 


? blindly and promiſcuouſly , but is 


| ordered, and meaſured out in every 


circumſtance of it, in wiſdom and 


| proportion 3 and therefore God is 


| 


; 


| tobe applied to inthe caſe, whatever 
| It 1s, as coming by his appointment 
| for our fin, and for ſome great end 
; Upon us. If it were my caſe, as it is 
yours, (ſays this Witeman) I would 
ſpeedily turn unto Cod, and look 
| at him as the chief and ſupream Or- 
derer of the whole; and I would in 
the way, by him appointed, commit 


my cauſe wholly to him, and that. 
| ſhould be my chief bufinefs and con- | 
| cerament, in this fad and forrowful 


affair; B 2 I ſhall 


F 
3 : 


. As x " 
. 


OT OD 


Az help to the Duty of 
ſhall content my ſelf with this 


one Obſervation from the Text,Ctho' 


it would afford many ) as ſutable to 
my deſign in our preſent condition; 


That it is a matter of great co!» 
cernment for every man, to have a 
right apprehenſion of his affliFion , 
in the true progreſs of it, as ut reſpe@®s 
God and his ſoul, in the cauſes and 
deſigns of it. 

Atictions come not of themſelves, 


A —_—_—_ . A." 


but they are ſent, and they are ap- , 


pointed and ordered every one of 
them 3 they come from God, and to 


him we muſt apply our ſclves, both 
In, and after them, 


1. Forpublick evils; Is there any 
evil in the city, and the Lord hath nat 
done it ? Amos 3. 6. Who gave.Focob 
to the ſpoil, and Iſrael to the robbers? 
did not the Lord, be againſt whom 
we have ſinned ? Iſa. 42. 24. It ſeems 


the very ſpoilers and robbers did not 
LE : 


rve 


P IPL Po "TY 
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Right improveme: t of Sickreſs. 
erve 'themſelves, nor primarily 
£&t on themſelves, but //-ae/ was 
given tothem by God, and for their 
1ns. And the wer of the world, that 
any where invade their netghbours, 
and diſturb their peace, are Gods 
ſword, Pſi. 17. 13. 

2ly. For particular perſonal affli- 
ions, they alſo are appointed for 
us 3 wedriſome nights (ſays Job Chap. 
7.3.) not onely befalls me, but are 
appointed to me. No ſorrows come 
upon us, but the Lord bids them 
come againſt us , no inſtruments can 


fet themſelves on work. The Saw or I. 10.15. 


Ax may be ſharp, but cannot do a- 
ny thing without an hand or arm to 
weild them. 

Toinftance in S7ckreſs, (to which 
I ſhall chiefly apply my ſelf in this 
diſcourſe.) Theſe ſad diftempers 
come not of themſelves, not from 
the earth, tho infefed, and ſending 
out unwholeſome and poiſonous va» 
pours; the Lord ordered it to be 


D 3 preg- 


t 


Pr, 16.33. 


An help to the Duty of 


pregnant with them to ſuch an effe@&:;7Þ 
It is not the infe&tion of the air, the 
ſudden changes from hot to cold, that | 
does it; for who ordered that tem- 

erature, or could order it, but the ! 
Lord of all? And beſides, ſuppoſe 
that theſe ſhould be cauſes, they are |} 
but made uſe of by the ſupream ! 
Lord and Maſter of them all 3 and it | 
is evident, they are ordered, and ' 
particularly dire&ted, becauſe they * 
are not thrown out promiſcuoully : - | 
ſome are taken, and others are left ; 
ſome eſcape in the molt epidemical 
ſickneſs, and ſome eſcape death that 
are ſick, when others die that were 
under the ſame ſymptomes and ap» 
pearances of them that have eſcaped. 
So that the whole diſpoſe of this lot 
that is cat, is of the Lord. He is to * 
be acknowledged chiefly, and our 
applications ſhould be made to him, 
both 3» and after our great afflici- 
ONs. 


Now 


Right improveeent of Sickneſs. 


Now ;this makes affliction quite 

nother thing, and leads into 
zoughts of another kind, and puts 
upon other meaſures. I fall ſick of 
this or that ſickneſs, why this 1s 
from the Lord. The Lord hath Ex.15.26. 
ſent it, the Lord:hath pu# »por ene J99 33-19. | 
this diſeaſe, The 'Lord hath 2i- "1; - 
fited me with this pain. The Lord 
hath ſtricken my Relation,or my felf, 
The Lord, when people fear not his 
great and fearſul Name,doth threaten, 
(and alſo doth do it) to make their 
plagues Pong fi and the plagues 
of their , evex great plagues, 
and of Tong continuancez and ſore 
ſeckneſſes , and if long continuance, 
Deut.28.59. Great and ſore in their: 
kind, and of long continuance” to 
tarry long in a Countrey or place, 
or hang long on the perſons afflicted, 
! as ours do; this is from the Lord, 


” -— = 
” IS os "OP He NE et Rp FE INES. - 


| £* It is a great thing to conſider, 
that. God ſhould be comcerned about 
B 4 me, 


An bely to the Duty of VV 1 


ze, tho it be but to atli:& me. That - Ve! 
I ſhould on a ſudden tall into his 0 
hands ; It is a fearful thing to fall in» | 
to the hands of the living God, Hebr: 
Io. 3ZI- out of whoſe hands 1 
- cannot quit my ſelf, and none can 
reſcue me. It may beget great and 
aweful thoughts to be doing with, 
that he hath 'done it. | 
2. He delights not to affii&. He is 
| infinitely good, and gracious, and 
| merciful, He takes pleaſure in the 
P123527* proſperity of bis ſervants. And if their 
ſtate would bear it, he would have 
them always in health and-cheerful- 
neſs, and all to ſucceed well with 
them. He doth not affli willingly nor 
| grieve the children of men, Lam. 3-33, 
| . And therefore there is ſomething 
more 1n it, than I am willing (it 
may be) to ſee, of find , when fo ; 
good a God doth thus treat me. When : 
Philip of Macedon (I think it was) | 


- - i». ln 
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was told by ſome flattering tell-tale, J 
that ſuch a one exclaimed of _ 
| ho ] 


/ Riglt improvement 


4 
: 
\ 


} 


F Sichneſs. 
ze bad them enquire diligently, for 
me ill thing had been done; for he 


{ wes a good man, and if not greatly 


injured, he was ſure he would not 
ſpeak ill of him. And fo ſure, ſome 
oreat ill has been done by me, or ſo 
good a God wonld not thus affli& 
me, and ſo ſharply teſtifie againſt 
me. A proper refieCion for a good 
man under ſickneſs. 

. There is no way out, but by the 


| ſane hand that we came in, Hoſi 6. 2. 


He can heal as wel! as wound, and 


| bind up as well as bruiſe. If he com- 
| mit me to priſon, there 1s no one : 


elſe can diſcharge me 3 and therefore 
to him I muſt apply my ſelf tor re- 
lief, and to none elſe. | 
4. Sin is the provocation : and that 
mult be ſearched for, — 
and amended, Plal. 107. 17. Fools 
becauſe of their tranſore(ſion, a be- 
cauſe of their iniquities, are affliffed. 
Andit 1s in the caſe of ficknels,zs the 
next words ſhew. Few, but chey 
may 


JO 


> Cor. 7. 


An helffto the Duty of 


and ſinned, but they might have kept 


their health. It is a ſpecial time,to ? 
ſee fin, and it is the pardon and heal- * 
ing of that which our diſeaſe muſt 2 
go off by.-It is repentance by which 
we make our peace ; to return to him | 
that ſmiteth. Surely it is meet to be 
ſaid nnto God, I have born chaſtiſe- | 


ment, I will not offend any more; that © 


which I ſee not, teach thou me; if I 
have done iniquity, I will do no more, 
Job 34. 31, 32- This is ſeeking unto 
God, and unto God to commit your 
cauſe. The ſorrow after God worketh 
repentance. Let all the indignation 


turn upon the fin that hath brought. 


this evil upon: thee : And by this, 
7. Thou ſhalt be affuredly helped to 
bear thy trouble. 2. Thou ſhalt in 
likelyhood get out of it, and it may 
be ſoon. 3. And aſluredly get good 
by it. | 


USE. Firſt, See hence, how com- 
monly 


may ſay, if they had not been fooly* 


- 
” 


; 
! 
: 


BY Right improvement of Sickneſs, 


gwonly and carnally moſi people go 
brough their ſickneſs. God is not ſeen 

it,nor fin ſeen by it, Men are fick, 
and either, 

Firſt, They talk, they have catcht 
this new diſeaſe, and this 1s from the 
unwholecſome weather, or an effect 
of the iate Comet, and the extream 
froſt, ant the unwonted drought 
that followed it, Or I have catche 
it of ſuch a one, or I catcht cold, 
and ſo have brought it upon me 3 
all this may-be-tzue z yet this is piti- 
ful common talk. God is not ſeen in 
all this, nor named by ſome from the 
beginning to the end of their whole 
ſickneſs. Or, 

Secondly, Their whole diſcourſe 
is, how they are held and handled, 
where their pain is,and how it works 
them. And a ſtory they can make 
of all paſſages, as if nothing elſe was 
minded by them. And they ſpend 
their time in groaningand complain- 


Ing, 


12 


An help to the Duty of 


ing, and in uſing means to get up a 
gain. Or, 


better, I hope to be revived apain, 
and to be on my feet again. Now 
this 1s a great queſtion ; Death hath 
come 1n at a leſs window than this. 
And beſides, if this ſickneſs. comes 
from God, there is ſomething elſeto 
do, than juſt to evereeme; as if it 
were going to the priſon, and com- 
1ng out again, and to pay nothing. 
It is odd reckoning at this rate, asif 
either, 1. God had not done it ; or 
2. had done it without cauſez or 
3. had not the right on his fide, and 
had 4cne theetoo hard ; and there- 
for: 4. 62d retracted his Action,and 
w-oald let it fall thus, and would 
luifer a Nonfuit. Can any thing be 
thought more diſparaging to the 
bletied Majeſty, the Holy, and " 
an 


; 
Thirdly, Never think, but to re- | 
cover again ; a8 if recovery were due * 


to the ſick, and muſt come 1n courſe. ! 
After a few days, and the ſooner the | 


eht improvement of Sickneſs, 


and juſt God? Is there evil in the 
ty, and ſhall not the Lord do ſome- 
7 r&þat ? (as ſome read that place, Amos 
3 3. 6.) Shall he,not make ſomething 
2 of, to the convidttion of the offen- 


7 der? Never think it. Or, 


Fourthly, When »2er are never ſc- 
rious in ſickneſs, nnleſs they think 
they ſhall die. As if they would ſtand 
out againſt God as long as they can, 
and keep their (ins as long as is poſſi» 
ble. Men would not be in any fault, 
asthe'cauſe. of their {ickneſs;and will 
keep their ground, and be as they 
were, and after recovery be ſo too';; 
unleſs apparent danger force them 
to other thoughts. And we find oft, 
that men are rot ſick enough, to have 
the Miniſter ſent for,or to beprayed 
with. Alas,to repent onely when they 
think they. muſt not*tive, makes it 
very ſuſptcious, whether they ſincere- 
ly repent or no. And beſides, it may 
be death as ſoon as apprehended,and 
ſo prevent all endeavours to __ 
cile 


* wot 
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wilt not doit, till thou fearc(t death, 


mayeſt die when thou feareſt, and ſo | 


have no time to do it,all. An uſual 
thing it is to ſay, he never ſuſpeted 
himſclf till laſt night, or this morn- 
ing 3 and if he applyed not Himſelf 


to God, till he ſuſpected himſelf, he 


was ill adviſed, and would be ſadly 

rovided for his dreadful change. 
O the deceitfulaeſs, and wretched 
wickedneſs of mens hearts! They 
love their {ios, and weld not dif- 
eaſe themſelves, ror diſlodge their 
fins for ſeckreſs, but for death they 
would 3 thank them for nothing, 
And it is ſadly to he feared,that ſuch 
a$ will not think of repentance, till 
they tink they ſhall die, do not 
thiok truly to repent at all ;.þut that 
it 18 ads wich 4 and 


that if they revive they will ſin a» 
gain. As aman does by his goods on 
his fick-bed, he diſpoſes of them ſo 
and (0; but if he live, he will have 

| them 


| 
cile thee to God ; that thou that / 
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them himſelf. As if ſuch a wretch 
ould ſay in his heart, IF I die, and 
*'chn fin no longer, then I am ſorry for 
Z my fin ; but (as if God could be 
mocked) they reſolve it is with pow- 
er of revocation; and if they live, 
the deceyed fin ſhall live too. This 
J is to light ſickneſs, unleſs mortal,and 
3 God too in it; and thuftoo too many 
#* do, and ſo come to die 1n their fins. 
3 And here I may ſay, It were a very 
; deſirable and adviſable thing, that 
7 men'would think of dying continu- 
| ally, and uſe themſelves to ſerious 
+ diſcourſes of death in their beſt 
7 health, and fo conſult about this af- 
7 fair with the wiſeſt : That to talk of 
3 death, and Chriſt, andthe Soul on a 
# fick-bed,ſhould not be counted rave- 
* ing, and an ill ſign, becauſe it is no- 
Y thing but what he hath always uſed, 
and his ſickneſs now quickens him to 
7 it. And if we could ſe our felves 
J more to ſuch converſe; to ſpeak of 
7} death to the fick, might not ſpeak 

R a {uſe 


J 
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a ſuſpicion of death, and ſo diſcou- 
rage the ſick party. And be ſure you 
ſpeak betimes, that it be not driven 
till you cannot ſpeak to them, and 
they want that help it may be to die 
with ; and you be troubled after, 
that you ſaid ſo little tothem. 
Fifthly, When mer give way to 
eroſneſs and peeviſhneſs in their ſick: 
eſs. That thoſe that have the pains 
and trouble of them, have this ad- 


dition to it, that they cannot pleaſe 


them with any thing they do. Not 
that I would have any diſcouraged 
hereby, in their willing attendance 
and pains about the ſick ; for God 
may deſign the ſickneſs of one, to be 
a correttion to more than one z pain 
to the party, and toil and patience 
to Relations to attend upon him. 
And befides, they know not hew 
ſoon they themſelves may need the 
pains and patience of otters in the 
like caſe. But however it is a great 
miſcarriage tobe peeviſh and humor- 
| ſofne, 
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\ ſome, it looks as if you were angry 
t,your croſs, and none can pleaſe 
You that are about you. It might 
tame and meeken you 1n all rea» 
ſon, if you were ſenſible of Gods 
hand upon you 3 and whilſt you 
have him to pleaſe, who feems to 
be offended with you ; one would 
think it might be leſs dithcult to 
pleaſe you. Some 1aterpret , that 
of Eccleſ. 5. 17. All his days he 
eateth in darkfleſs, and he hath much 

ſorrow and wrath in his ſickneſs 5 
of a carnal wretched Miſer, that 
hath no comfort in what he has, 
eats all his days in darkneſs, hath no 
Joy in his very meat, ,for the cares 
that continually feed upon him 3 
. and when ſuch an one comes to be 
lick, he is vexed and fretted that 
he is taken out'of his buſineſs, 'and 
he is in anger in his ſickneſs, and 
frets and rages at his pain, and re- 
ſtraint, and danger of death; And 
C thus 


— 
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thus oft ſickneſs works the wrong, 


way: God is not ſeen, 'or though 


þ 
on, or men would be of another 


temper. 


2d. USE, To anſwer this que- 
ry, How ſhould we carry under fick- 
IPet.4.16. zeſs? To be lick (as the Apoſile 
ſays to ſuffer) as a Chriſtian; as 
F one that ſces God inflicting it upon 
him for his fin, that afts wiſely,a»d 
ſeeks to God, and unto God commits 
big cauſe, 


Firſt, Feel thy affiiF3on. Take 
heed you ſlight it not, nor deſpi/e 
#, ſo,as not.to ſeek for help, or 
repent, unleſs in extremity z not 
fick enough to be prayed for: as 
if repentance was never ſeaſonable 
or intended, unleſs we muſt die. 
Surely there is a frown in this rod. 
It is a ſad hand of God that is upon 
us. Sickneſs in it ſelf is a ſore pu- 

niſhment 


Heb. I 2:3. 
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i{hment to nature; it 1s fad to 
fhen that feel it ; To be thrown 
ihto the dark, and (hut out from 
buſineſs and company, and to have 
pain and diſtemper to be taken up 
with. When a man is chaſtned with 
pain upon his bed, and the multitude 
of his bones with Strong pain, ſo that 
his life abhorreth bread, and his ſoul 
dainty meat ; (or as Pal. 107. 18. 
His foul abhorreth all manner of 
meat:) His fleſh is conſumed away 
that it cannot be ſeen, and his bones 
that were not ſeen, ſtick out. (If it 
be a good fign of recovering, yet 
it is a ſad puniſhment in it (elf, 
and an expreſſion of Gods diſplea- 
ſure, to loſe all fleſh and ſtrength 
on this faſhion, and to have a 
body ro begin again.) His ſoul 
draweth near to the grave, and bis 
life to the deſirozer, (Job 33.19,20, 
c.) And then alſo to be at the 
gates of death,and to ſay,the ſorrows 


C2 of 
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of death compaſſed me, the pains of 

bell gat bold upon me ;, [ found trons 

ble and ſorrow, ( Pſal. 116. 3.9 

When thou mayelt ſay as Hezekz- 
Ia.33.10, gþ did, 1 an deprived of the reſidue 
Tm of my _zears, I ſball not ſee the Lord, 
even the Lord, in the land of the li- 


Virg. |_| (hall go to Church no 


more, nor injoy opportunities for 
my Soul any more, which it is well, 
if I did fo to purpoſe as I ſhould 
= have done 3 and if I muſt fee the 
Y Lord no more i» the land of the 
living ; It is well it I have good 
hopes that TI ſhall ſee him in the 
land that I am going to. Believe 
it, a great and tremendous con- 
cern!] I ſhall behold man no more, 
with the inhabitants of the world. 
[To whoſe company I have been 
all along uſed, and it 1s well if I 
| be not too much glewed toit, and 
| have ſinned with;and be not an utter 
ſicayger to the new company lam 


going 
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going to.] Mine age 3s departed, 
nd is removed like a ſhepherds tent. 
Py as and deeds of life are done, 
chuſe what kind of age it has been; 
and whereas I vainly thought, I 
had had a well-built houſe to have 
tarried in; I find it is but a ſhe- 
pherds tent, a place for a poor 
ſhift, and to ſerve a Temporary 
turn 4, It's eaſily papinn'd, and: ta- 
ken down, and removed utterly.,] 
I have cut off like, a. weaver my life. 
[Like a web not balf-wovenhave 
by my (in cut it out of the loom. ]--- 

He will cut me off with pining ſtck- 
neſs, from day even to night wilt 
thou make an end of me; 1 reckoned 
till morning, that as a lion, ſo be will 
break all my bones; from day even to 
night wilt thou make an end of, me. 
' Like a.crane or a ſwallow, ſa did 1 
chatter; I did. mourn. as a dove, 
mine eyes fail with looking «upward. 
O Lord, I am oppreſſed, undertake 
| C 3 for 
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for me, and all this becauſe of thing 
indignation and wrath: for thou 
hat lift me up, and caſt me down. 
Pſal. 102. 10. Theſe are fad, and 
proper reſentments for a ſick-bed: 
Do not carry under the leaſt fick- 
neſs, as if there was nothing 1n Y. 
It may ſoon be more,and too great 
for thee to deal with ; and befides 
it is a ſign of a good child-hke 
temper, to be checkt with a little. 
There may be much diſpleaſure in 
a little : Take it as a puriſoment, 
and accept of the puniſhment of thy 


ſor.. 


Secondly, Fall to thy daty early. 
Begin betimes the proper work for 
thy condition : Go out to meet 


and deſire conditions of peace. Pre- 
vent the very ftege if you can ; 
however,ſ(tand not out to be ſtorm- 
ed. The ſooner you apply your 

ſelves 


him whilſt he is yet a great way off, 
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(ſelves inward, 1ſt. The work will 
be eaſter. 2dly. You will be more 
able for it. 3dly. The likelier to 
be fincere, when you do not ſtand 
out to the laſt. 4thly. You may 
fare the better, and leſs afflition 
may ſerve: This is taking the dil- 
' eaſe at the beginning, which is as 
ſafe for the Soul as the Body 3 
bleed ſpeedily, and purge ſpeedi- 
ly , but eſpecially repent at the 
beginniog of the ſicknels. 51y. How- 
ever you may be ſure of help, to 
be patient, and have ſupports and 
comforts if the affliction increaſe, 
and continue long ; if you begin 
on this manner. And 6ly. An hap- 
py death, or anholier life. O take 
thy diſeaſe in time 1a this (erſe. 
Toaltude to that of (2Sa.19.20.) 
Shimei acknowledges he had done 
-pexxerſly, and begs, that the King 
would not lay it to heart:for as he 


had been a great off-nder,fo he was 
C4 the 
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ihe firſt of all the houſe of Joſeph 


that came to meet him, It is a fin 
thing to come in at firſt, to bo 
with a little : ſuch a one ſhall ne- 
ver be overcharged, but either 
ſpared in the. weight of his bur- 
then, or favoured in his ſtrength to 
bear, 


Thirdly, Confider your ways. Ex- 
amine, ſearch, and try ; hear what 
conſcience ſays 3 now it 1s backt, 
and it may be will ſpeak,and be free 
with thee; This is for ſuch and 
ſuch a fin, thus and thus haſt thou 
done, or thus thou haſt not done, 
which thou (houldeſt and mighteſt 
have done. For this cauſe many are 
{ck and weak amongst you, and ma- 
ay fall a ſeep, 1 Cor. 11. 30. Some 
miſcarriages about holy Ordinan- 


ces, { which thou canſt ſeldony 
quit thy ſelf from) may proee 


God to afflift thee in this very kind. 
5 That 
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That forequoted place, Job 34.31, 

. Is a moſt excellent form of 
words for ſuch a time,but not for- 
wally to be uſed : but add to it, 
Pſal. 139.23,24. Search me,O Lord, 
and know my heart: try me,and know 
my thoughts, and ſee if there be any 
wicked way in me, and lead me in 
the way everlaſting. It is not-to ask 
God to-know,' as if he knew not, 
or to beg of him to take notice af 


what Je, taignly knows ; but to 
make, now himſelf, and all his 


thoughts and ways, that he may 
be led into the way everlaſting. 
Seriouſly think of-thy ways, when 
thus corrected, for it 1s fin hath 
done all this. 


Fourthly, Beg repentance and 
forgiveneſs. To be healed the Di- 
vine way,is to be forgiven. No fore 
g1iveneſs of (in, no recovery, either 


at all, or to any purpoſe, Our bleſ- 
ſed 


26 
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ſed Saviour heals with pardon, as 
if it could come effectually no /0- 
ther way. To ſay, Sor, Thy ſins be 
forgiven thee, is as much as to ſay, 
Riſe up and walk, Mat. 9. 2. It 18 
as eaſic to ſay the one,as the other ; 
and it is theſick mans intereſt,that 
the one ſhould not be without the 
other. What ayaileth it truly, (if 
it could be) that my diſeaſe ſhould 
zo, and my fin that brought it, lye 


_ _upan meudtdiſcherged-2 The Pſal- 


miſt therefore prays, That God 
would Iook upon his affliFian and 
pain, and forgive all his ſins, Pſal. 
25.18, And when he blefles God 
for a recovery, it is firſt, and in or- 
der tothe other ; for forgiving all 
his iniquity, and healing all his dif. 
eaſes, Plal. 103. 3. And Iſa. 33. lt. 
They ſhall not ſay they are ſick, bee 


cauſe the Lord hath forgiven their 


iniquity : Either as a cauſe, or 1n- 
troduction to their healing, or as 


an 


| 4 
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an additional mercy, the perfeRi- 
of of their healthzthat they ſhould 
be healed and forgiven too. O be 
loath to come off, (if thon could- 
elt) with recovery, and thy guilt 
{ti]] upon thee. 


Fifthly, Beg Soulealth. To be 
delivered, and advantaged againſt 
the power of fin by this affliction : 
That if thou haſt done amiſs, thou 
mayeſt do ſo no more, Job 34. 32. l 
ſaid, Lord, be zzerciful to me, heal 
my ſoul, for 1 have ſenned against 
thee, P(.41-4.A true ingenfous Sou), 
that is rightly ſenlible and awake, 
defires pardon before health ; for 
it 1s better than health z; For i» h3s 
favonr is life, Plal. 3o. 5. And his 
loving kindgeſs is better than life, 
Pfal. 63.3. I had rather have his 
pardon and peace,and lye ſ1ck,than 
be well and want it, or doubt of 
it. And ſecondly, I do equally ce- 


lice 


| 
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fire grace and healing with my 
pardon. For a Soul truly changed, 
af it were poſhble to be forgiven, 
would be greatly unſatisfied, if left 
under the power and love of any 
fin: nay, if it could be aſſured to 
be forgiven as oft as he fins, he 
could not be content to live a fin- 
ner. Sach a principle the new na- 
ture 1s of, love to God, and likeneſs 
to him, that the true Soul would 
::0t ſen, if in ſome ſenſe he might ; 
that is, might ſ1n with indemnity. 
So in this caſe of ſickneſs, the wile, 
good mih,ſhould be loath to come 
out unpurged and unhealed. He 
ſays,l hate (in, that cauſeth this dif: 
pleaſure 3 and I wou!d be cured 
more than 1n the Temporary cure 


of ſickneſs; It is death to me to 


be well, - and ſin again as I have 
done. And beſides, it will hinder 
and retard my cure 3 my health 
may wait for my repentance, or it 

may 


may bring meſoon into ſome worſe 
evil : Thedregs of the diſeaſe un- 
purged, doth always bring ſome 
worſe diſtemper, of which I count 
fin the worſt; and if that remain, 
ſome greater evil will affuredly 
come upon me 3 and therefore cry 
mightily for a purified and purged 
heart at ſuch a time as this; and 
let this be thy great care and con- 
cernment. He looketh upon man, 
[when fick)] and if any ſay, { which 
all do not, God knows, but thote 
that do, God looks at] I have ſir- 
ned, and perverted that which was 
right, and it profited me not. [| 
have done baſely and wickedly, 
and againſt all Juſtice, and Reaſon, 
and Right, and done my ſelf no 
good ; neither by any thing where- 
in I have ſinned againſt thee z for 
he that truly repents, hath this no- 
tion of his (10, That it is not only 
unlawful, but anprofiteble; and if 
he 
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he be not convinced, that it is his 
intereſt as well as duty, he will 
never effectually leave fin; ] now 
to this man will God look : he 


will deliver his ſoul from going into 


the pit, and his life ſhall ſee the light, 


Job 32. 27, 28. 


Sixthly, Now conſider death, 
which fickneſs leads to, and is part 
of, and learn to die by every fick- 
neſs; for ſome {ickneſs will be that 
unto death, and prepare for this to 
be it 3 and put thy ſelf into ſuch 
Scripture-ſentiments, as are menti- 
oned in the firſt direQion. 


Seventhly, Apply thy ſelf to Chriſs 
freſhly and truly, who only can help 
about death : It is amazing and 
diſtrating to think of death, if 
thou canſt not believingly think 
of Chriſt. This 1s one of the great 
things, that makes Chriſt abſolute» 

. 


ly 
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ly neceſſary for thee. O get thy 
Soul near to Chriſt, by whom alone 
thou canſt comfortably be fick, and 
profitably recover 3; For he himſelf 
took our infirmities, and bare our 
 Bckneſſes, Mat, 8. 17. Tho we did 
never read that he was ever fick, 
yet he took our fickneſles as his 
own,and had a compaſſionate feel- 
ing with every ſick perſon that was 
Ebrought unto him ; and did en» 
dure 1n greater things, what was 
equivalent, and more evil than 
ſickneſs 3 and hath taken the curſe 
and ſting out of every diſeaſe for 
us 3 and beſides, hath taſted death 
for every man ; by whom we are 
delivered from the evil and danger 
of death, and alſo from the fear of 
death. In Pers, they ſay,they have 
a plant, which they put into the 
hand of the fick perſon , which 
ſhews whether he (hall live or die, 


and that as he looks cheerfully or 
ſad 


— »* m—__— 9X 
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ſad upon it. We have no ſucti 
plant to try by 3 but if Souls be 
helped to fix on Jeſus Chriſt, -and 
have him put into the hand of their 
faith, they muſt needs be cheerful ; 
and it is a ble{ſed preſage,that they 
(hall be for-eternal hfe ; but if he 
looks ſadly upon Chriſt, and if he 
now help him not, for want of a 
true intereſt in him, he is like to 
die everlaſtingly. O he is a Meſ- 


ſenger, an Interpreter, one of a thou- 
0" Ye ſand, that at ſuch a time as this, ca 
ſhew to man his righteouſneſs.[ Gods 


Righteouſneſs in his puniſhment 3 
or can help the poor ſick man to 
diſcover his ſincerity, or rather the 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt to ſhrowd 
him in. ] Then he 7s gracious unto 
kim, and ſaith, deliver him from go- 
ing down into the pit, I bave found 
a ranſome for him. [ This ranfome 
from Hell, and Death, andthe 
Grave, is none but Chriſt 3 and he 

15 
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is valued as one of a thouſand 


%o the ſenfible ſick man, that can 


be a, Meſſenger of ſuch tidings 
to him: Death (as a great Divine 
faid) is a thing by it ſelf; but ir 
is not to be done by thy ſelf. The 


Lord will help thee to die, when 


thou comeſt to die, if he hel 
thee to live uprightly and fin- 
cerely whilſt thou liveſt ; that, as 
he faid , When I come to de the 
work which 1 never did, 1 ſhall 
have the help which I never had, 


When one ſaid .on his death-bed,-: 


He wonld ſtick, to Chriſt; one 
replied , But your ſurer hold 
will be, That (rift now will flick 
to thee. And indeed this is a ſure 
comfort at ſuch a time. That 
the Child in the Mothers arms, 
halds faſt about the Mothers 
neck; but the Childs ſafety is , 
that the Mother holds faſt on the 
Child : and ſo for the Soul at 

D death ; 
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Death 3 Thou may hang by thy, 
weak Faith on Chriſt; but he 
will hold thee faſter than+thou 
caſt hold him, and this will ſecure 
thee. . 


Eighthly, After this, frame to 
patience, This Sickneſs is from 
God , and for ſin. Thou with 
rebukes doeſk corre® man for ini- 
quity, Pſalm 39. 11. This Sick- 
neſs is Gods rebuke of me for 
my iniquity, And why ſhould 
a living man complain, a man for 
the puniſhment of his fin * The 
thoughts of God in Sickneſs, do 
quiet by Diverſion; they groan 
heavily, that have nothing elſe 
to do, nothing to think of, but 
their Sickneſs and Pain. Eraſe 
21s faid, He had ſometimes eaſ- 


ed himſelf under the pain of the 


Tooth-ach , by filling his mind 
with ſome excellent thing wore 
| thy 
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thy of the Imployment of his 
Soul, One in great pain, but 
of great Patience, ſaid, He did 
not deliver himſelf to bis pain, 
but to God that laid it upon him. 
A thankful patient Submiſſion: to 
the Divine Wiſdom and Will 
in this caſe, is a great duty, and 
means of relief and pteſent ſweet- 
neſs, and the way to have real 
profit by the Aﬀidtion. Patience 
worketh experience, Romads 5. 4. 
A man muſt be quiet and fatis- 
fied with his Afﬀiiction, before he 
can get any Experience, or learn 
any thing by it, Which leads to 
the 


Ninth Duty 3 Get as much 
good as you can in the affliFion. 
The expeQation of good by the 
AfﬀiQion is a great help to Pa- 
tience under it ; and therefore ſet 
thy ſelf for it, all*that ever thou 

| D 2 canlt : 


: Pſa.94-12+ 


| Ant help to the Duty of 


canſt : Be learning all along, Beg 
of God, that he will i»ſtru@ thee, 
as well as cbefſipe thee. Now '18 
the time to know that of God, 
and Chriſt, and Sin, and the World, 
ſo as you never did before , and 
probably never had done, if not 
thus affliQed. 


Tenthly ; Be much in prayer. 


| Line thy Bed with Prayer. Ther: 


erged they to the Lord in their 


trouble, and he ſaveth them out of 


their diſtreſſes, Pſalm 107. 19, It 
is ſeaſonable in Sickneſs, as well 
as in a Storm at Sea, O, what 
words may you take with you 
in this caſe, out of Hezekiab's 
prayer, and David's prayer , 
Pſalm 116, &+c. . That God would 
be merciful to you, and heal your 
Soul. For mitigation of pain, 
for neceſſary Intermiffion , and 
refreſhments; for ſtrength to ak 

or 
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for. patience, for recovery , if 
God: ſee good; and for eternal 
Life if you dye, and to live to 
better account, if you do recover. 
But this leads to the 


IIL USE. 

How. we ſhould carry afier f- 
fibbowe 2 Tho the Sickneſs be 
gone, yet if God ſent it, ſome- 
thing is to be done more than 
to get rid of .it. And- the truth 
is, the great _ of ;ſuckneſs is to 
be'reaped after ſickneſs. Hexekiab's 
writing, wherein he profitably re» 
flets upon the paſſages. of his 
Sickneſs (Iſaiah 38. 9.) was made 
when he- had been fick, and re- 
covered of his ſickneſs. For if 
God fends it, and inflids it, and 
for fin, and for thy future good, 
it is your part and duty to ſee 
to the full improvement of it. 
For if we recover, to be the ſame, 
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or. no better; or worſe, what 
were we aftthiced for? It might 


-have riſer out of the duiF or 


ground , ana go to the duſt a- 
gain , for any uſe thou ma 

of it, toward God or thy ſelf. 
But hath God, the Wilſe', and 
Holy, and Good-\God , taken 
thee, and thrown thee ona Siek- 
bed, laid thee alone, and in {i- 
lence ſo long, laid thee [fo 
long by as uſeleſs, and ſhewed 
thee this, and the other World, 
and” all for nothing 2 Doth he 
give Phylick to come away, as 
it came, and bring nothing away 
with it ? Shall he bring ſuch a 
grievous evil upon thee, and (as 
was ſaid "before, from that of 
Amos 3.) Shall he not do ſomething 2 
Conſider —— 


_ Firſt, It is a choice and ſpe- 
cial teaſon of learning much, 
Some 
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Some great Divines have faid , 
they have learnt more of Chriſt 
on a Sick-bed, than by the Stu- 
dy of their whole Lives. Sick- 
nef{is a great inſtruftor. It will 
tell you that, and make you be- 
lieve it too, which all other In- 
ſtrutors could never do. 


Secondly, It is a fign of an in- 
veterately diſeaſed Soul, if the 
Bodies fickneſs -+doth not ſtir 
It” 


Thirdly, This unconcernedneſs 
under thy bodily Sickneſs , will 
either be Death. to the Soul, -or 
another Judgment to bring thee 
to rights: For God will not loſe 
his Rod upon thee. As yet exalt- 
rj thou thy ſelf againit God, (aid 

oſes to Pharoah, Excdus 9.17. 
And to the recovered man ' our 
Saviour ſays, John 5. 14. Sin no 

| 4 more, 
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re, leſt a worſe thing come unto 
thee; there is certain danger to» 
wards thee. Therefore 


Fir, If thou haſt not been ſen- 
ſfivle, and helped, and kindly mel- 
ted under thy affliftion 3 but haſt 
been common ' and ordinary 18 
thy frame all along; be humbled for 
thy great fin and hardneſs : Won- 
der how ever. thou haſt gotten 
through. But do not think to 
come off thus ; to be but as thou 
wert before, after all. Reſolve 
upon 1t, that there is more..work 


behind, for ſomething muſt be 


done for this Affliction ſake. 


Secondly, If thou haſt been ſen» 
ſible and melted; labour to re- - 
tain, purſue and increaſe that 
frame 3 keep it, and make it . 
move: what was but hinted then, 
get the whole of it now thou 
| 0 haſt 


haſt' health again , and firength 
to pray , and' think, and labour, 
which 1t may be then thou could(t 
not do. 


iſt. Obſerve to hate and conteſt 
the ſin that then refliGed upon 
thee. When he hath them in 
the Cords of AﬀMiiction, then he 
ſhews them #heir work ( what 
work they have made on it) 
and their” tranſgreſſions that they 
have exteeded. If it were a fin 


then, let it be one now, and ſo 


dealt with by thee, that it may 
never come upon thee at ſuch a 
time again. The fir that went 


Juſt before. The ſin that came firſt 


to mind. The ſin that came hard- 


eft to light, after moſt painful en- 
quiry, The fin that did he 
then moſt heavy upon thee. O 
hate this (in, and pray againſt it, 


and never allow it the grace- 


and 
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and connivence with thee, that 
it hath had. See thy firs of omiſe- 
fon, and be refolved u 


more painful Godlineſs than ever 


heretofore 3 for thou haſt learn'd, 
thou mightſt have been ruined 


for #0t doing. Retain the ſame. 


thoughts againſt the ſame. things, 
and make them ſtronger, and let 
them vot paſs off, as thethoughts of 
that time extorted from thee by 


thy extremity, as an aft done in. 


dureſs, that is in it (elf with thee 
invalid. Oh-with what rage, and 
without mercy, will ſuch thoughts 


tear thee, when they come a» 


gain on the like occaſion! 


Reſolve in health to perform 
the reſolutions made in Sick- 
neſs. | 


Offer to God the Ranſom of 
thy Life, in the Sacrifice and 
Death 
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Death of the Sins which thy 
Sickneſs apprehended and brought 
to thy hand for thee. And re- 
member this, To repent in health, 
as you did in Sickneſs: Make 
good your Sick-bed-repentance , 
that you may prove it lincere, 
And take heed that you never 
fall into the caſe that I have 
heard of one lately, who being 
Sick after a former Sickneſs, had 
this woful complaint ; I was Sick, 
and I repented of my Drunken- 
neſs, and I thought I did then 
repent truly ; but I finned a- 
gain, and now [I think I repent a- 
gain'z but T cannot ſay, it is more 
than I did then 5 and the effe& 
ſhewed that was not fincere 3 and 
how ſhall I truſt to this Repentance 
now? And he was forced away 1n 
this condition. 


2ly. See 
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2h. Seethe emptineſs of the world, 
and the miſchief of ſin. And let 
K be always to thee, what it was 
in Sickneſs. - *O ſays one, 'Sicknefs 
* is the- Mother of modeſty; on a 
« Sick-b:d-a man 1s neither Luſtfal, 
*nor Covetous, nor Ambitiousz 
he 1s {jck, and all the World is 
$ fick too 'as when a man is giddy, 
Fall turns round with him. / Tt is 
a time for God to withdraw men 
from their {vain worldly] purpo- 
ſes, and to-hide pride from man, 
Job 33. 17. Happy (ſays one) is 
that man, from whom his pride is 
ſo hid, that he may never find it 
again. What did any of theſe things 
avail thee ? I was Sick, IL would 


| have given them all for a little 
health 3, much more now I would 
give them, and Health, and all, 
for a glimps of Gods favour now, 
and when I dye, How mortified 
ſhould J] be to the World from 

hence- 
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| henceforth? for it is juſt worth as 
much and no more to me now; 
than it was to me when I was 


ſick. 


aly. What you could not do for 
ſickneſs, that you found needful to 
be done, do it now with all ſeriouſe 
neſs and diligence, as if God had 
reſtored you for this very end. If 
thou cryed, O ſpare me a little, 
that I may recover ſtrength before 
I go hence and b: no more, that 
thou mighteſt have a little reſpite 
to be better fitted againſt thou 
muſt dye indeed, ſee thou make it 
ood, now God hath heard thy 
| 1m and (een thy Tears. It 
was poor imperte& diſtracted 
work, that thoa then madeſt of 
itz do it better now, and think 
thy life given for that very 
end, ,and be thankful and faith» 
ful: 
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' 4ly. How precious ſhould Chrift 


be to me, and his Covenant: he and 
it are all my ſalvation, and all my 


m_ defire. There is my comfort and 


refuge. This is my Cordial againſt 
ſinking, and ſwoontng, and dy+ 
ing, and deſpairing on a Sick- 


is name 1s as ointment 


Cant. 1.3. powred forth 5, to them that believe 


he is precious, 1Peter2.7, O 
let my Soul ever love, and prize, 
and admire him, as I ſaw cauſe 
then todo; heis always the ſame ; 
O that I could always keep the 
ſame ſenſe of it. 


_ Fifthly, Inward peace ſhould be 
my great care, If I had it then, 


O what Joy and Relief was it 


unto me? And how eafie did it 


lay my Sickneſs : O let me ſtu-- 


dy to cheriſh and keep it, and 
value it above all comforts 1n 
the World. If [ wanted it, what 

2 
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a. darkneſs was it to me? How 
did it imbitter my Sickneſs, my 
unaſluredneſs about my Soul ? 
Why God ſpared me to recover 
this ſtrength, ſent me back to get 
this leſſon better 3 hath given me 
to live to make this matier readi- 
cr. 


- Te is very ſad for poor Crea» 
tures, to cry out for the light 
of Gois countenance, when they 
are in diſtreſs and afraid of 
Death 5 and when the fit is off, 
to let the purſuit fall, and nor 
to miſs it at all. Poor Soul ! if e- 
ver thou wanteſt it, be never 
quiet till thou haſt it in ſome 
meaſure. Give all diligence to 
make thy calling and el:Fion ſure ; 
that thou mayſt have ' Peace, 
and mayſt be found of bim in 
peace, 2 Peter 3.14. Pray for it 
ro him, who alone can give it $ 
remove 


et. —— © 
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remove all the fia and negleQs 
that do lett your comfort, and 
wait for it, as. that which thou 
canlt as yl. be without in thy 
Life, as at thy Death. And 1f 
it be not negle&ed, and.'thou 
fail not on thy part, whilſt thou 


Ia.zo0.10, goelt on, Obeying the woice of 


the Prophet [keeping out of fin, 
and keeping up to thy duby 1a all 
things.) Tho thou - walkeſt in 
darkneſs, and haſt no light; yet 
truſt in the Lord, .and ſtay thy 
ſelf upon thy God, and thou ſhalt 
have peace and ſafety at Jaſ(t. 
It is not peace barely wanted, 
but neglected, that can make thy 
condition dangerous. - O Jet 
Creatures think with themſelves, 
That if they had dyed-of fuch a 
fit , what a dangerous caſe they 
had . been in; let their recovery 
be taken for ſuch a Mercy, as in- 
deed it 1s, and let them take 
| heed 
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heed: they be:not as unready the 
next'tigme.” And: if-another can 
fav; I-found comfort inimy Sick- 
neſs, and if I had died - Frog 4 
ſhould have had good hopes; ; And 
what doeſt thou- hve. co make thy 
caſe worſe, add! rt God 
forbids 26 


Simbly ., Contluls with: thy 
Gif; That lbard"aes recovered 
thee, ' and + made thee to "live", 


that thou fboWaeſ# not tye.- 'Say; 
I 'muſt- dye «Totnerime. \It. may 


bel: have: ie when I look- 
ed-for- it , and; may: go' when 
os _ Jook ifor it; © = 


s-fivean thy 
en: & Sip;i and a World, 
'thatthere-»may»> tbe leſs to dye 
frbm-; when thou ſbalt' be Sick 
unto »Death! What fo oft at 
marr: a no _ for ir O 
Pray, - 


An help to the Day of. 


| pray , and ſtrive to _ dye daily, 
and to hve as: a Sojourner, 
and Stranger , the reſt of thy 
time, 


50 


Seventhly, Take bold of « e- 
ternal life. Thou wert lately 
hard by itz O never forget it 
think of that bleſſed State on 
the other ſide of Death. And re- 
Joyce. in the hope of. the gar 

| Rom. 5.2. 3od. That you are turned 
| to be toſſed agginz but you 
| ſhall come. to ſhore one day , 
| and never be toſſed more... O! 
ſ - What a bleſſed Place, and Reſt, 
| and Peace, and Holineſs, and 
| Love, thou haſt been. in. ſight 
of | Long for it, when thou 
| ſhalt be dead ffor "good and all, 
| and muſt dye na more, to. be 
|  happy3 ae thou ſhalt be with 
$ Chriſt , which is far batter, 
| Philemon 


Philemon 1. 23. When you fludll 

for ever be ith 9" Ty «Ad 

x Theſſalonians 4. 17. Entertain 

and comfort thy ſelf, and one ang- 

ther with theſe words : Mighty pro- 

r 'converſe for thoſe that have 
Sick. And 


Eighthly, Let af this bew in 
expitiien of your thank fultieſ#* fo 
God. - Acknowledg his bounty 
and goodneſs to theez O Jove 
the Lord, that hath heard the 
voice « of thy Supplication , in 
the day of thy Trouble, when 
thoy did(t- call upon him. Ob- 
ſerve the Circumſtances of thy 
reviving, the ſignal paſſages of 
thy Recovery. Something may 
be gathered up, that is remark- 
able from every Sickneſs, which 
may ingage thy love, and con- 
firm thy truſt in God for the 


E 2 time _ 
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time to come, Pſalm 34."X:to the 
7th, and Pſalm 116. from '1ft 
to the gth.  Sacrifie to God the 
ſacrifice of  thanksgiving ,' and call 
- yi his name with rejoycing : 

ay thy vows. Offer to God (as 
one ſays) the ranſom of thy Life. 


T ulneſs is the beſt preſerva- 
jon of Health. 


O let your lives be mortified, 
and humble, and ſpiritual, and 
heavenly 3; you have ſeen the 
Grave, live as ſuch, more exem- 
plary in your lives 3 that if you 

ave known any thing after the 

fleſh, you may henceforth know 
#t ſo no more, 2 Corinthians s, 
I6. 


But to Sin ſtill, or to be worſe, 
and more ſecure, becauſe thus 
ſpared, is the higheſt ingrati- 

a tude, 
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tude, and the greateſt hazard you 
can run. Having received" ſuch 
a deliverance , as this , * ſhould we 


again break his commandments 2 x, 1,12, 
4, 


It is ( ſays one ) like © ſtriking 
the Chyrurgion with one hand , 
who hath cured the other ' for 
him. God. forbid ( as the He- 
brew hath it, God forgive) God 
forgive ſuch ſecurity, and hard- 


neſs, and ingratitude, and ſab- 


limate' wickedneſs, and prevent 
the woful end that is like to be. 
fall {fuch as are guilty of ſuch a 


fin.” 
\ IVv.: USE, 
Is 30 ſuch as are yet free from this 


ſickneſs. Is there nothing for them 
to do? 


Firſt, Remember what you have 
had at any time "this' way, You 
E 3 have 


g3 | 


Luke 13. 
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have, it's like, been Sick ſome 
time, Others Sickneſs may call 
to your rememberance what 
you have ſuffered. in the like 
kind, and alſo whether you 
profited and mended by it, 
And ſee with care and fear, 
whether the vertue and profit of 
it benot worn off, and that you be 


. _ Not ready to be Sick again. If the 


old marle be gone, we muſtat it a- 
gain. | 


Secondly , Think not that 6- 
thers need or deſerve more than 
you, that you are ſpared. Are 
they greater ſenners than you? I 
tell you nay, but except you repent , 
you ſball{be Sick alſo and Dye,and] 


2, 3 periſh too, | 


Make every ones © Sickneſs 
yoyrs, to do them good , and 


your 
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Four ſelves good by it, till 
you come to have a 'Sickneſs 
of - your own to be inltrufted 


by. 
Thirdly , Do "as much to pre- 


. vent as. to remove it ;. to pre» 
ſerve your health, as to reco- 
Ver itz come in of your own 
accord , when you ſee others 
of the ſame Tenure forced in. 
Take their Circumſtances to heart, 
and apply thy felf to Repen- 
tance, and ſerious Holineſs, that 
thotf mayſt not need this Rod, 
or at leaſt mayſt be better pro- 
vided to entertain and improve 
it, than they could be, that 
are made examples to thee, -It is 
a fad time when ſo-many are Sick, 
and Religion ſo dead as it is. Oh, 
that it might be a time of reviving 


asto that ! 
E 4 v. USE. 
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Is of Obſervation and” Inſtriy- 
Cion to ſeveral caſes , 'that dif-. 
fer from one another.. in this 
preſent Concetn. Since *this 
Afﬀiition is from, God', it is 
good to conſider how wiſe 'a 

' *pundtual he' is 1n his" provi- 
dence this way: How he ſuits 
the Circumſtances of men ; 
at leaſt ny, ought to take it 
ſo, 


Firſt, "IR ma 
have lathe fo 0. 
leafure to be Sic. 


be fk? that 


Such have 


Some indeed UN [ef todo tha 
they would have. | 


Some have leſs to do than they 
ſhould haye. 
For 


Right improvement of Sithneſs. 
'For the former, God may call 


them to perfe@} the work, of their |... 


patietice',, "now the altive part 
of their life 'is ' gone 3, and 1f 
they can behave themſelves brave- 
ly in that, they ſhall honour God 
and their Religion great]y ; it 


be 'more” than ever they did - 


by working; and they ſhall” find 
ſweetneſs ' in *the exerciſe of 
their - Grace, and ſhall” be res 
warded for their patience as duly 
as for any, work they ever did 
for God, If a man, ovetrlive 
his parts* and ability for work , 
or his opportunity for work ; 
God will maintain his old Ser- 
vants, thoick on their bed ; they 
were weary of their uſcleſneſs 
and complained © they ' wante 
work, and God ſends them work 3 
they have time to be fick, and have 
nothing to do but to attend to it 
” with 


Oz 
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with patience, and to an holy 
improvement of it towards God, 
It is cheap dying, (as a great man 
ſaid) in ſuch circumſtances; and 
this is wiſely ordered by God for 


you. 


\ Others are Gck why , better 


\ be ſick than idle; = would 


x Cor. T1; 
32. 


find nothing, to do, take to no 
buſineſs, throw themſelves aut 
of all ufeful imployment : It is 
juſt with God to Jay them to 
bed: better be ſick, than lead an 
idle fudling Jife 5 and, leſs will 
maintain it, . and it may prove 
more wholeſome to you: I con- 
fels it is ſad for ſuch to be fick, 
when they come not fairly by 
their ſickneſs. Jet God may 


* jndge them, and chaſtiſe them, 


that they may not be condemned 
with the world. 


God 
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God may make you know, 
how you ſpend your time, and 
puniſh your miſex of it, 
by filling your with pain 
and ſorrow. Many Wretches 
that have» faid, Let ws eat and 
drink, for to morrow we die ; 
have eat and drunk, and to 
morrow., or 1n a little time 
do die upon it. O the deſtru- 
tion of Souls, and Eſtages, and 
Comforts. of Life, and Life it 
ſelf, that exceſs and idleneſs have 
made amongſt us! It is a true 
obſervation, and a ſad one, That 
our new drunkards, generally, 
live not ſo .long, as the old 
drunkards did; God makes the 
poilon to work ſooner: and if 
a' young man will . be difſolute, 
ordinarily he is ſoon gone : that 
he that would do nothing wor- 
thy his life, ſhould live but a 
while. 
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while. Such unprofitable per- 
ſons as theſe, Is » m any 4 and 
wiſely d that they ſhould 
be laid. wer fickneſs 2 It 
better for Relations.to ſee them 
fick, than to ſee thenf fin, as they 
uſe to-do : They may- know 
now where to find them, and 
not have . them wanting at un- 
ſcaſonable times ,- as they were 
wont :4 And God may bleſs fick- 
neſs to the health of their Souls ; 
God hath ſometimes made a lon 
fickaefs, contrafted by no bet- 
ter a courſe, to bring ſome to 
Repentance, and to deteſt their 
ways, and. their Companions and 
good fellowsz and to reſolve to 
live otherwiſe, if they might 
live. 


. God oft for the tertor of ©- 
thers , is pleaſed not to truſt 
them, 
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fore the time , we "cannot help 
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thern, but takes them away ; but 
he cauſes them to bear Teſti- 
mony againſt the ' way they 
lived in; and it calls - aloud 
upon 'all that ſurvive, to break 
off their (ins epentance 3 
that they may eſcape fickneſs, 
or at leaſt Repenting before 
ſickneſs, they may better know 
that their Repentance is true 3 
which 1s hard for a man to know 
that it is ſo, when he comes not 
in till forced, and cannot tell 
on what principle he REpentey 2 
If you will deitroy your ſelves be- wg 


it. But'yet' we are encouraged 
ih the ways of God, from this, 
That the ſtouteſt of you when - 
you | come- to be fickj and -fear 
death, (unleſs ſurprized by the 
ſuddenneſs of it ) you utterly dil- 
claim your :Whole courſe. And 


{ome 
* 


Eccl,12.1, 
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ſome love not the fight of theit 
drunken companions, when they 
come into that condition. And 
the truth 1s ,- ſuch Panders for 
the Devil, (for I can *calt them 
no better) who have ſeduced 
others to fin, if they were ſer 
ſible of the dying curſes that 
ſome of their convinced compa» 
nions have left upon the fellow- 
ſhip, they would have little joy 
of their lives, unleſs they ſpee 
dily Repented. And we think it 
is as good to (tay where we are, 
as to fall in with you; and come 
back again when we come to die. 
O that young men would be 
wiſe , and confider, and remem- 
ber their Creator before the evil 
days come; wherein they ſhall find 
no. pleaſure: and that from the 
great wickedneſs of their lives, 
which yet have been ſo little a 
time, 
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time. +Let all deſpiſers of Chriff, 
ſpeedily ſeck unto him, leſt thac 
be verified of them, which Chrzit 
ſaid in a like caſe, ( John 7. 
24.) - Te - ſhall ſeek me, and ſhall 
not find me: and where I am, 
you cannot come: nay, in the 


ſtate you are, you ſhall never 
come. h 


Secondly., Sowe are ſich that 
are too 'by Over head and 
ears in the World, and. bufier - 


.by far than they. ſhould be 


why, God juſtly takes them off, 
and makes them find time ta be 
fick.. They could not fad time 
to pray, or hear, or keep Sab- 
bath 3 but God finds them time 
to be. fick. And it may tend to 
cure their immoderacy towards 
the World , and then they will 
be great gainers. However they 


are 


- ® . 
* > 
: 
_— 
ul . 
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are juſtly. dealt - with '1n their 
preſent ſuſpenſion 3: and they-had 


better lye by it to the work- of 


Repentance.and patience all their 
days, than to be tiulted- with 
health again, to. be: fo © unmer- 
cifully: bufie in the 1 World as 
they : were. Our - bleſſed Lord, 
together with his moſt earneſt 
caution, to take heed leſt at any 
time, Tif i it were but” one tine, 
it were” too many by one] your 


Lu-21:34- beart | be: overcharged ' with far- 


iting|'' and -drunkenneſs: 5-1 Jomns 
with-:theſe, [as .\matter | bf "the 
ſame ſin and danger} | to (be 0+ 
vercharged--with the, carts of this 
life. qQ352 = . 6,301 IY OY iQ C 

The oven may-Gurfeie of walk 
ly - cares, iand- 'theſe:eat; out -Re- 
ligion ;:! and bring decays. upon 
the: 'Soul:  'How have ſome good 


DTS men 
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men ſeen the ſnare of too much 
buſineG? And how have others 
reſalved, they would not let a 
Trade maſter them, but be con- 
tent with what their Trade 
would bring in, without taking 
up their time from reading, and 
all duties that might improve 
their Souls, tho they could 
have had a far fuller Trade 
than they had? And others, 
that . have known when they 
have had enough, and have with- 
drawn themſelves from ſuch a 
throng of buſinefs, and have gi- 
ven place to .others that had 
leſs. . But others will toil, as 
long as they get any thingz and 
the more they get, the more 
they toil. Now it is an act of 
m2rcy to ſend a good fit of fick- 


nels, to give ſuch a man ſome 


reſpite from his toil: And God 
F way 
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may bleſs it, to cure his heart 
of his Sinful and Deſtructive 
thirſt after the World, to the 
reſcue of his Soul. And ler ſach 
be thankful for Gods care of 
them; and improve their Sick- 
neſs to the cure of their Souls on 
this account, 

Thirdly , Some are laid aide 
by Sickneſs, That had little reſt, 
and muſit be buſie fer their own 
and Families necdſities. They 
lived on their hard labour, and 
but barely could live with all 
their toil : and yet oft theſe 
muſt be Sick too. This 1s in- 
deed a ſad caſe, and yet very 
frequent. But the Wiſe God 
doth order it for great and good 
ends, The poor man may want 
time to mind his Soul, and re- 
member Eternity as he ſhould 
do, and muſt be Sick to do it. 
Alas, 
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Alas, their Sickneſs is no reſt 
to their toil, tho it be a ref- 
ite from it ; but the greater Is 
their patience , and ſubmiſſion 
to the Divine Will, and their 
truſt in the Divine Providence. 
And let ſuch Repent of their 
fins, and turn to God with all 
their hearts, to provide for theirs, 
that axe now taken out of their 
hands, and put into Gods own. 
And let them that are Gods 
Stewards, and have. of Gods 
Riches in their hands, look to 
it ,, that they , loſe not ſuch an 
opps rtunity of Digburſement, to 
eye the deſtitute Families of 
ſuch as are Sick, and were 1q- 
borious when in health. Got 
certainly has provided you with 
an. overplus for ſuch a time as 
this. The poor ſhall never ceaſe 
out of the nes Kherefore I tom- 
-N 


mand 
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mand thee , ſing , Thon ſhalt 
open thy hand wide unto thy bro- 
ther, to thy poor, and to thy nee- 
dy in the land. (Deut. 15. 11.) 
To thy poor, and to thy needy ; » 
they become thy care and thy 
charge under God, who hath 
made thee able, and has laid his 
command upon thee. And in 
ſuch an a objett of 
mercy as this, let him refuſe the 
Divine command for merey and 
bounty, that dare. 


Fourthly, God makes Sickneſs 
general , without reſpect of per- 
ſons or parties; Rich as well as 
Poor 3 City and Town as well 
as Countrey ; Old as Young; and . 
it enters upon us without dif- 

Eccl.7-14, ference. This is Gods wiſe hand, 
fo the end that man ſhould find 
out nothing after him, That” all 

ſhould: . 
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ſhould fear God and his Judg- 
ments, and mend upon it. If 
none were Sick or dyed, but 
the Ancient, the young ones 
+ : would be vain and :ſecure. If 
none dyed but the young, the 
men of age would be uncon- 
cerned, But the voice of this 
Providence - cryeth to all, Hear 
ye the rod , and him that hath 
appointed it. None can ſecure 
himſelf in this day of the Lords 
Viſitation. And God is to be 
ſeen and acknowledged in this 
proceeding , on this particular 
account 3 That tho we are wo-' - 
fully broken by diviſions, and 

ſevered finfully into Parties, yet 

God, unites all in the Afﬀicti- 

ON. 


Mic. 6. 9. 


O how ſome would be lifted 
up, if they. could make a Pro- 


r 3 perty 
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perty of Gods Judgments ,. and 
that God ſhould be the Execu- 
tioner of their Revenges; If 
this Sickneſs ſhould take parts, 
and go onely on one fide! But 
the Juſt and Holy God finds fin 
in all, and viſits all ; God agrees 
us in our Sufferings. And the 
truth 1s, he may bleſs 1t to the 
uniting of us more than we are; 
fince he makes no difference in 
the puniſhment of us. If this 
be a Judgment, this ſide hath 
diſpleaſed God as well as the o- 
ther. Is it a Fatherly chaſtiſe- 
ment ? Why, then God takes 
care of the other Party as well 
as of theirs. 


I knew one once, that upon 
difference in Judgment, had been 
at ſome heats and diſtance with 
another Worthy man : It hapned 
ſhortly, 
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ſhortly, that he fell Sick of a 
diſtemper that was Epidemick, 
as. this 1s now; and he heard 
at the ſame time, that he with 


whom he differed, was down of 
the ſame diſtemper; And it is 


not to be ſaid, how his heart 
was melted towards him, and 
how little the difference between 
them was in his eye, when both 
were under the fame affliction. 
When Children will quarrel, and 
will not be quiet in the Houſe, 
the wiſe Father beats them both, 
and it is the beſt way to agree 
them. O to what heighth, and 
diſtance, and to the deſtruftion 
of Chriſtian love, are our dit- 
ferences riſen! And all abour, 
comparatively, little things. And 
we may know what weight the 
matter is of, by what theſe things 
are to us when Sick. Alas, a 
F 4 Sick 


7 
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__ man ſees theſe are far from 

the great things that his- Soul is 
taken up with at ſuch a time. 
How do carnal prejudices fall 
at (ſuch a time? How we can pl- 
ty one another, and can be glad 
of the Prayers of them that can 
Pray, of what per{ſwaſton ſoe- 
ver. And if I can but be for- 
given my ſelf, I ſhall freely for- 
give my brother , and delire to 
be forgiven by him too. O how 
charitable are we on our Sick- 
beds? I wilh we never let thoſe 
heats kindle , .which Sickneſs 
does ſo extinguiſh, One may be 
heard ſure, among the Sick of 

the divided Parties to ſay, Who 
| art thau that condemneſt thy bro- 
ther £ If God will accept thee, 
thou wilt ceaſe to judge thy 
brother any more. Sickneſs will 
find thee ſomething elſe to do, 
than 
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than to hate and revile, and 
cenſure any one for leſſer things. 
And may this peaceable Spirit 
increaſe, and ever dwell with 
us. . And if our being joined 
together in this, common corre- 
ion unite us not, it 1s well 
if ſome greater Judgment come 
not upon us, that {ball effe- 
Ctually agree us. One might al- 
moſt venture our whole Contro- 


verfies to the ſenſe and arbitre- - 


ment, not ſo much of the moſt 
learned and moſt judicious, but of 
the Aﬀicted and Sick of both 
Sides. | 


Fifthly, God makes ſad breach- 
es. Hopeful and »ſeful perſons 
are ſnatcht away. It is the 
Lords hand 3; men do not con- 
lider , that ' oft ſuch men are 


taken away from the evil to come. Ia.57.1,2. 


There 


- 
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There are ſkulls in Golgotha of 
all ſizes, as the Hebrew Pro: 
verb is. Indeed when they 
are gone, they were ſo uſeful, 
and ſo lovely, and ſo delight- 
ful, and ſo greatly takiog, that 
we are ready to blame our 
ſelves, that we did nat fore- 
ſce they were not like to con- 


Heb. 11. tinne. The world indeed was not 


38. worthy of them. But many bad 


Eccl. 9. 


b, 2. 


ones. are alſo gone 1n as great 
a ſurpriſe; Hopeful, as well as 
leſs promiſing perſons in their 
Places, .and the like Circum- 
ſtances; That we ſhould be 
further inſtruKed in 'the ſacred 
ſecrets of the Divine Soveraiga- 
ty and Providence 3 and fhat 
all things come alike to all, and 
that love or hatred is not to be 
known by any thing under the 


ſux, The World is rid of ſome 


bad 
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] bad ones, and is puniſhed in the 
' Bloſs of good ones : But Gods Will 
be dene. We are to ſeek unto God, 
> (and unto him to refign the whole 
cauſe, It is not the fra time he Pal. 102: 
tath brought down mens ſirength in "ROM 
' the way, and ſhortened [ hopeful 
Band uſeful 3 mens days. In the 
way, when to therr thinking 
they were but entring on bu- 
fineſs, not near their Journeys 
end. * Like ſome men that go 
from home , and dye 1n their 
Journey ; that go to Sea, and 
dye 1n the Voyage. It 1s his 
will, and it is w<ll it ſhould 
be ſo. I have read a Story of 
a hopeful young man, that was 
found dead in his Study, with 
= Finger upon that place 1n 
Wiſdom, 4. 7, 8, &c: For tho 
the righteous be prevented with 
d-ath, yet fhall be be in reſt. 
For 
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For honourable age is not that 


which Standeth in length of time, i 


mor that is meaſured by number 


of years, But wiſdom 3s thi: 


gray-hairs unto men, and an ut 


ſpotted life 3s old age. He pleaſe 


ed God, and was beloved offfi 


him, ſo that living amongſt ſtn- 
mers he was tranſlated. 'Vea ſpee- 
aily was he taken away , leſt that 
wickedneſs ſhould alter his under- 


ſtand ng, or deceit beguile his ſonl, 


Hor ,the bewitching of nanghtineſs 
doth obſcure things that are ho- 
zeſt, and the wandering of concu- 
piſcence doth undermine the ſim 
ple mind, He being made per- 
fed in a ſhort time. fulfilled a long 
time. For bis ſoul pleaſed the 
Lerd, therefore haſted he to take 
Lin awty from among the Wick- 
ed. A very full and fatisfatory 
account of ſuch a Providence, 
Simlerns , 


Right improvement of Sickneſs. 
imlerns ,» a famous German Di- 
ine, dyed young : the Author 
hat-writ his Life , hath this Re- 
mark 3 That good and profitable 
men oft dye ſooner than the wicked 


and unprofitable z and God may do 
it, | 


o 
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| 
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To ſhew ( 1.) his diſpleaſure 
tfand hatred to the World , not 
to Jet ſuch live to do them 
good, 


2, His love to the good, to take 
« them to himſelf. 


I confefs, I mtt with an hi of 
this enſuing fimilitude- from ano- 
ther, which I think may be im- 
proved in many particular caſes, 
wherein we think fome are imma- 
turely taken away. 
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A - Child may. be ,command 
ed to go to bed before the xe! 
of his Fellows. They ' may (& 
up to be merry, but he mul 
go in the beginning or midi 
of the ſport or buſineſs ; for ſuc 
indeed 1s our life, that wher 
we are in the mid{t of our de 
ſizn, and buſineſs , the call to Bed 
muſt be obeyed. Nor is the cal: 
bard : 


- n. > as ma a©& ow www oOuc@G6__ ou 


| Firſt, It may be, it is th 
| Childs time; the Mother ſays 
Come Child, it is your time 
And when the time 1s come, I mult 
break off in the ' midſt , anc 
eve others to their work ot 


play. 


Secondly, It may bethe Chili 
is toiled; and tho not ſeplible ol 
it, the Parent is. Come - Child 


pry, gens fond ens wy ot hen  w%, 


| os lk as | 


| tho 
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thou haſt had a ſore day of it, 
Sd of Work or Travel, and I would 
F have thee at thy reſt; and when 


not altogether ſo willingly ) he 
finds 1t eafie, and better by far 
than ſitting up any longer. For 


man. "0 


Thirdly, It may be the Child 
is not all out well, and the fit- 
ting late up, may add to his 
Diſeaſe. Thou art lately reco- 
vered, or hardly recovered, and 
nothing worſe than fitting up 
late for one that is not well. 
Thou haſt a diſeaſed Soul, which 
longer fitting up may *hurt, and 
| ſleep may cure. It 1s beſt 
'F for ſome -to dye ſoon, to get 
perfe&ly cured, and worſe Diſcaſes 
prevented. 


Fourthly, 


ul the Child comes to Bed (tho. 


'Þ reſt 3s ſweet to , #bg,. labouring 
—— E 
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Fourthly, Ie may be the Child 


do's no good, and do's but take 
up a Room, and hinder others, 


| that may do ſome good with 


ſtaying up. I am an uſeleſs Bo- 
dy, and rather troubleſome , 
and I cannot go to Bed too ſoon. 
Others up, for they do 
ſomewhat, Fire and Candle- 
light. It ſhould never grieve me 
to dye, that have bur little left me 
to do. — 


Fifthly, It may be the Child 
is wrangling and unpeaceable. Get 
to Bed, nnleſs you can. be 
quiet. It is the wrangling of ſome 

that makes them pack 


* Melanchthon ſaid, ſooner to Bed. * And 


He fhould dye willingly, 
that he might go away 
from the Sophiftry of 
thoſe times. AndStri- 
eilius ſaid, 7 deſire to 


ſome that ere wrang- 
led with, and can- 
not have quietneſs, 
are ſent to bed, that 

they 


vs 


they may be at quiet. 
Child, thy Step-Bro- 
thers will be quar- 
relling with thee,; 
thou wouldſt be at 

ce. I have 'con- 


ſulted the tenderneſs: 


of thy S$piritz thor 
hateſt rife, and they 


hate peace. - I have 


ordered thy Bed to be 
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dye. 1. That 1 may 
enjoy the ſight of the 
Son of God, 
may ve freed. Ab ma- 


Nibus & implacabilibus 


odiigT heologorum. And 
another German Divine 
ſaid, Quis me tandem li- 
berabit ab iſta rixof2 
Theologia. 


made 


ready, and laid down for thee. 
For ſhelter Child, go thoy to Bed, 
and leave them to wrangle it out- 
that love wrangling, and love 
to (it up to bave their Mavgle 


Our, 


Sixthly, As £o:d go to bed, as 1 Tim. 5; 


ſeep by the fire. 
whilſt 


Some are dead 6. 
they live , others oft ſlum 


_ Mar, t. 25-5 


ber and fleep. Have ſuch Fre 


and ſleepy tits, that it is berifp 
G 


for 
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for them by far they were in Bed. 
Better dye than live to fin, and 
overlive our aftiveneſs and life in 
- Religion. 


Seventhly, They that tarry, may 
ſet wp to little purpoſe. It is not fo 
good buſineſs in this Wagſd, that 
I ſhould refuſe reſt to tarry by 
it. . 


Eighthly, They awuſt all go to 
Bed anon. It is but a lixtle time 
that I could ſtay up; It is no 
you difference 1o going a little 
oonertTo Bed I muſt go, and the 
_ I go, the more reſt I ſhall 

Ve, | 


Ninthly, However wy father bids 
*e. And a good ordered- Child 
never asks any queſtions, but obeys, 
and goes, when bidden, 


Tenthly 
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Tenthly, If a Child go to bed 
in \the dark, and bis bed be yea- 
5; Tt is all one when he s 
in if, as if he had been lighted 
unto it,, But if he bave a Car 
ale to Bed with him, he may 
go more comfortably. God will 
lighten thy darkneſs; and if thou 
have the light of his Countenance 
to goto Bed with, it is better 
than fitting up with the longeſt , 
and going to Bed, it may be, inthe 
dark at-laſt. 


Some live a. great deal in a 
little time 3 when their work 
is. done, they ſhall be called 
home, and the ſooner the bet- 
ter, If ſome get their Work 
done ſooner, why ſhould they 
not be ſet at Liberty? Cleobis 
and Bijtor, the two Sons that 
drew their Mother in her Cha- 
G 2 riot, 


oy «, 
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riot, when the Horſes were' not 
ready, and ſhe ſhould go to; her 
Devotion : She is reported - by 
Plutarch, to have asked of the 
Goddeſs, the greateſt good for 
her Sons , and that Night they 
both dyed. The Heathens thought 
this an anſwer to: her deſires. 
Sure then Chriſtians may much 
more make the greateſt good out 
of Death. The ſame wiſe Hea- 
then could” ſay of one dying | 
ſoon, He # : departed the bans 
quet before drunkenneſs, before he 
came to the follics and vanities his 
after Age 'might have. brought 
xo him. O! but he might havedone 
a great deal of good, if he had 
Jived. | | 


Anfiver Firſt, He might alſo 
have met with a great deal of e- 
vil. | 


Secondly , 
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Secondly ,' He might have met 
with many 'temptatiohs to fin, 
which now he is paſt and ſe- 
cured .from. Better dye to pree 


vent, than repent to recover from, 
fin. 


 Thirdh, God. will want no In- 
ſtyament of any good, that Ke will 
bave done in the World. 


Fourthly, And, Heaven is bet- 
ter to him on his?Account , than 
any good he could haye' had, 
or any. good-he could have done, 
if he had tarried here. ' He -is 
prevented with early Glory, and 
is not that well? Perſons uſu- 
ally ca be willing to part with 
their deareſt Children into the 
remoteſt parts of the World, 
upon their probable or likely 
adyaritage, tho they may never 

G 3 ſee 
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ſee them again 3, And {hall any 
andervalue Heaven, fo as 

to think that a Preferment W 
ereminent , ſo that they: may 
Ford to ſpare the fight of R$ 
for it ? Parents can ſay, We 
muſt deoy our ſelves for our 
Childrens good... Ay ,, but a 
great comfort of dur Life is gong 3 
we would never have. parted 
with him for any advantage 3 
we needed not- to Iet- him-go 
out of our -fightz we had e&- 
nough to. hyt together. But 
alas, you mul} dye your {clves 
ſhortly, and then that is an 
ſwered. You would ngt. care 
how ſoon he came after. you, 
and the matter is not ſq. much 
that he is gone. a little _ bee 
fore, | 


_ -. 


Sixthly, 
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. Sixthly, God orders fichneſs 
longer to ſome than to others. 


Firſt,Sozre few get ſooner through 
than others do, And if they part 
with their Sickneſs, before they 
have. parted with their fin, it 
will ,be never the better for 
them. The ſhorteſt Sickneſs did 
not.come without a cauſe, nor 
without a deſigf, from God up- 
on theez and thou mayeſt ex- 
& an after-reckoning, if the 
iftemper went before thbu re- 
pented(t. There may be as much 
cauſe of ', and diſpleaſure in 
a ſhort Sickneſs, as in a longer. 
O let the goodneſs of God (as well 
as. thy aftliton) lead thee to re- 
pentance 5 and let his tenderneſs 
of thee, melt, and not harden 


thee. 


G4 Secondly, 


Rom. 2. 4- 
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4 © 


Job 14.20, 
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Secendly, Some, if they e rape, 
are brought very low, - and #hey 
contiune in long weakneſs. God 
ſadly changes their countenance. , 
tho-yet he ſends them not away. 
They look like (that they might 
have been) even dead men. ,. O 
that they may never ſet a'coun- 
tenance on their fin any more. 
God, hath kept ;ghee long ta it, 
it 'its well if thou baſt yet learn- 
ed thy leſſon. That he hath ſtem- 
ed ſo unwilling to let thee go, 
it is well if thou haſt anſwered 
his leiſure, and yielded thy ſelf 
to him of all this long time. If 


 rhou be releaſed, and not dif- 


charged fairly , he | hath'' thee 
ith his reach, - and at an in» 


':21t can fetch "thee in. again." 


S:Gcft thy (elf ,cIleſt thou hah 
0. been ſo yielding as thow 
tzonldcf bave been, that he 


® © = = * 
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hath continued his hand fo long 
upon thee. And beware of the 
ſad conſequence of being #0 bet- 
fer after a long Sickneſs 3 and 
tremble at Hell, where the fic 
will never go off, and the” pa- 
niſhment never end. And be fure 
to make out, what hitherto thow 
a? oanting, in ſerious - ſpee- 
y after Repentance. Ana know, . 
that without 5 Lao the Lord Bath ©4a> 
not done all this unto thee. Thou 
haſt not had one fit more, nor 
been* Sick, one day longer, "than 
thou didſt deferve, or was ne- 
ceffary to thy Souls cure.: And 
this thou badſt beſt ſee to, unr_ 
les * thou _ haſt not felt enough 
of- Gods hand” for he will not 
be baffled by thee. Men'fall 
Sick again, nat only by relapſe, 
as to their diſtemper ; but for not 
forſaking their fin by what they 
have 


| £ An help to the Dutyof 0 


have had. A diſtemper tarries, 
ay-if loath to lzavez and ſcems 


to be gone, ard comes bgcis, a- 


gain, which you call a Relapſe, 
Alas, it tarries for femething 1111 
yet efieted in thee, or 5: «ay 
Relations, and thoſe that are 
afflicted with thee; and it. cames 
. again for ſomerbing that is left 
' behind , ſomething. that. is not 


£2.41.2 ſarrendred 2s it {ſhould be, and 


muſt be. Nothing: of the thing 
it (elf, or of the continuance, 
or of the return, #1. ont of the 
duſt ; but deligned and. appoint- 
ed to the leaſt circumſtance, and 
is to be an{wered: by us, as 
thus by Infinite Juſtice, Wi 
dom, ©: Faithfulneſs ordered 
upon vs.. But, 


Thixdly, Some have _T 
weakyeſs  diltempers. for years , 
Chront- 
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Chronical diſeaſes, - tedipus- and 
painful, and it may be- jncurable, 
And it may be they are. puzled 
to underſtand wþy- it ſhould be 
1 my them; Why it.is of the 


iſt, Thou art apt to- think 
res ſtrange . and ſingular ; 
it is no new. thipg, nor new 
method that God hath treated 
men in. Iſazc above forty years 
ind. David at laſt bed-rid, 
Aſa diſeaſed in his feet, -poſfibly 
of the painful Gout. How was 
vþ (txicken in 'his- body , after 
ie bad loſt all his. goods. beſides? 
What - Chronical - diſeaſes did 


 Chri cure, of Leprofie , Palie, 


Lunagy ,,' cighteen-years-old In- 
firmiay 2: &c. And there 1s worſe 
abroad than thine , even now. 
To have ſome eminent above 
many 
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many, for Piety, Charity, Pub- 
lick uſefulnefs, ſweetneſs of Tems 
per , laid aſide under an' uncotn- 
fortable deprivation for his laſt 
years. To have others lye bed- 
rid in continued pain night an 
day , and clouded inwardly all 
the while, .and but ſcarcely pro- 
vided for outwardly, and this 
for ,many years 'too0;3 and ; the 
ſad caſes of deep continued 'me- 
Iancholy, diſtraftion, 'and' mad- 
nc&, ſhews a caſe harder than 
thioe, , | 


_ Aly. It might be worke in it 
f:1f. 1t might be without inter- 
miſtion;z 1t might be with thee 
23 it is with the worlt that can 

be found; and it might be al- 

ways with thee as it" is ſome- 
tics, Thy intermiſſions and 
breathing times , are of great 
| clemency 


. % 4M | 
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clemency and compaſſion towards 
thee; and that thou haſt rot 
n- || the addition of deſertion , po- 
( | verty , and uncomfortable Re- 
]. | lations to top it up with, as a 
d great mercy. 


)- 3dly. Be it that there is no 
s | cure for it ; but that it is the 
e | meſſenger that is ſent for thee, 
- | and is like to attend thee as thy 
I 


eeper, till thou art fetcht home 3 
What of all this? Aſz finned, in —— 
that be ſonght not the Lord, but 
to the phyſician. Not as if it 
; | were unlawful to | ſeek to. the 
Phyſician ; but it is a ſin not to 
ſeek to God firſt ; or to look 
that the Phyſician ſhould do 
good. without ' God; and ſo to 
be vext, that the Phyſician cane» 
notcure-thee, is, as if God was not 
lookt at-by thee. 1s he in Gods 
read, 
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flead 2 (to allude to that of Fe 
Gen. 32-2:-cob) who hath denied health uns 


to thee? Will TY contedi 
_ but curing ? 


iſt It may keep thee cake 
long thoughts of Death before 
it come, ſo that thou canſt not 
ſay- But thou haſt warning. 


2dly. It may keep thee out of 
fin and vanity, and withhold 
thee from ſome lufts, ( which 
war againſt the ſoul) which ſonic 
others of a better ſtate of health, 
are forced to fight hard with, or 
be overcome by. 


3dly. It may- cure the fin and 
floth of thy Soul: Thou car> 
rieft the rod ſtuck to thy back. 
God keeps thee in awe, fees 
to reſolve he will break —_— 
thine 


yu my a, Ho, © 
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. | thine.humour, or he will know 
| why. . That as fear of a fit may 
| keep thee | m awe as to thy diet, - 
and ſuch things as are noughe 
|. for my -nrweK per, thou doſt _ 
| fully forbearz Th on, and 
ide Ge. is allo are for it, - 
and the diſtemper may ſo awe 
thee Trom thy wonted — 
| gancies, that thou mayeſt 
{1y, being thus held'to it, — 
tra& an habit of ſeriouſneſs and 
meekneſs, &s#. to thy great ad- 
Vantage. ' 


4thly. It may make thee more 
attentive unto God ; more true 
at Ordinances, more trembling 
#-þis word. I confeſs I have for 
ſome time with ſorrow of heart, 
ſeen” how few take any great 
heed to the word Preached; but 
here and there a 'perſon undee 
| affliction, 


* 
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Affliction, that- are of ſorrows: 


ful Spirits, that are broken; 0- 
therwiſe 5 theſe ſeem to give molt 
heed, and are moſt affteQed with 


what is ſaid. Thou haſt the ad-. 
vantage of ſuch a condition, and. 


may God give thee the benefit of 
4 4 


5#hly, This may wean thee from 
the World. Thou haſt a good 
weaning-time, that thy parting 
will -not be all at once. It is 
ſome preparation for Death, that 
there 1s nothing in this World of 
enjoyment, 'butwhat I, caz leave 
for God, and nothing of my care 
(as to Children and the like) but 
what I can leave to God, Thou haſt 
now time.to traſn up thy heart to 
this, which may make Death ealie, 
as _a as thy pain makes 'it deſi- 
red. 


6thly, 
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6thly, Thou haſt a brave time 
to get aſſurance 3; imploy this bufi- 
neſs to purpoſe 3; cry mightily for 
it, and purſue it, till Truth and 
Mercy anſwer thee. O health well 
parted with, if it hath helped to 
inward peace, and aſſurance of 
Gods favour to thee! Thou 
haſt nothing elſe to do, when thus 
enfeebled and caſt afide, and ſet 
alone fo long as thou haſt been 3 
and if this be - the fruits of it'at 
laſt, thou wilt bleſs God for this 
way of afflicting. 


7htly. Thy work is Patience, 
to exerciſe and train thy Soul by 
degrees, to quietneſs and conten- 
tedneſs with thy condition; to 
have thy will conquered, and thy 
ſelf refigned to the Will of God}; 
Not to deſire to be otherwiſe than 
what God ſees good and beſt for 
H thee. 


m—_ 
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thee. To think it well and beſt 
it ſhould be thus, becauſe he hath 
ordered it thus to be. A brave 
Soul that was, of whom I have 
been certainly told, that when vis 
viſited by ſome friends, he was 
found leaning againſt the corner 
of a Table upon a cuſhion, thrulſt- 
10g bimſelf with all his ſtrength, 
and had no eaſe whilſt he did not 
keep that poſture : And he ſaid, 
That if God would-have it ſo, he 
could be patient with that poſture 
as long as he lived. It is all one, 
ſays the well diſciplin'd Soul, what, 
my condition is, if God be-with 
me at preſent, and will ſave my 
Soul at laſt. ' 


8thly. We have received/good, 
why ſhould we not receive evil? 
I have this great affliction , but 
te purge out the dregs of prof- 


perity. 
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perity, It is common for the 
bottom of the glaſs to run dregs. 
| Others die all at once, and I die 
by degrees, which may make it 
more ealie at laſt, And if thy 
condition be Gingular, (which it 
may be it is not neither) that thou 
art more afflicted than ſome others 
Conclude not, That it is becauſe 
God loves thee leſs 5 but it may be, 
, becauſe thou wers worſe than ſome 
others, and didſt need more 3 and 
therefore be more humbled, if 
more afflicted. Or, God ay de» 
ſign to make thee better than others, 


to make thee more mortified , - 


humble; patient, Heavenly-mind- 
ed, than others are, that are not 
in the like ciicamſtances. But be 
patient, and thankful, and more 
holy, and all is well, and beſt for 
all this: And thou wilt ſay at 


laſt, That of all this ſorrow thou 
H 2  couldſt 


4 
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couldſt not have ſpared one mi- 
nute of it. And fince we are al- 
ways (inning , and provoking 
God to be ſending to us; I had 
as good keep the-Meſlenger with 
me, which 1 know and am uſed 
to, as to have freſh and ſtrange 
ones ſent to me every day. — 
For thee to ſay after all, That it 
is thy greateſt trouble, and” thou 
art caſt down under ſickneſs, be- , 
cauſe 1t diſables thee for work 3 
It is a great failing. 


«For ( as Mr. Baxter ſays ) 
«* 1, Forthy perſonal advantage, 
* jt doth moſt quicken to ſuch 
* duties; for Praying and Repent. 
* 10g now or never, 


2, « For others, It is not thy 

«* duty when God diſables thee 
** for it, If he lay thee aſide in 
« the 
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* the' Vineyard, and doth thy 
< work by others, he doth thee 
«no wrong : He doth not te- 
« quire ws of thee, when thou 
*canſt-not do it. But ſce what 
* © deceitfulneſs lies in this, when 
© we have time, and health, and 
* opportunity to work, then we 
© loyter;z and when we are Sick 
* and diſabled, then we complain 
« we cannot work. That thou 
art a trouble to others to attend 
thee, it is a weak complaint ; If 
thou art not counted fo to thy 
Relations,thou ſhouldeſt be thank- 

ful for it, and own Gods kind- 
neſs to thee, that they are tender 
of thee, and count nothing too 


much, -or enough that they can ' 


do for thee. Andit 1s their duty 
to be tender of theez It is part 
of their work which God calls 
them to, to look to thee. He 

H 3 will 


FOI 


2 Cor. 7.5, 
Jer. 31.15, 
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will reward thy Tenders for what 
they do for thee, - and would have 
thee well lookt to, And it'is all - 
one what is their work, al] 

into the accoufit of the Lords 
ſervice ; and it tries their patience, 
and natural affetion, and kind- 
neſs, and compaſſion, and painful- 
neſs, and will be their great ad- 
vantage, and ſhall have a full 
TECOMPENCE. 


The laſt USE is, 

To thoſe that have had PREY F'5 
made upon them by this Aﬀiction. 
Sore very fad and ſurprizings 
why, the Lord hath done it, And 
that you ſhould not ſorrow 'ta 
excels, #r after the world, to weep 
lize Rachel, and refuſe to be com- 


forted, Beſides, the comfort you 


{ſhould take in the hoped-fof hap- 


pincls of them that are gone, and 
that 


—_ 


Right improvement of Sickneſs. 
that you ſhould not ſay, you have 
boſs \(as one ſays), but you have 
.onely parted with them; fo as in 
Chriſtian' hope and confidence, 
you ſhall meetz them again. I 
would ſuggeſt, to ſtop the preſent 
ſorrow by way of diverſion, 
theſe ewo important intimations, 
Is thy Relation gone ? 


Firſt, Art thou weady? It is a 
ſeaſonable Prayer npon the freſh 
tidings of this and that friend 
that is gone; The Lord grant the 
next may be ready; But let it not 
ſeem: uncompaſianate and harſh 
in thy |preſent grief,, to ask thee 
that -queſtion, This is a momen- 


tous inquiry, and thou that art 


left, muſt go, and it may be ſoon. 
If thou be ready, bleſs God, and 
Fejoyce in the mercy, that thou 


haG good hopes to meet thy Ke- 
H 4 lation 
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lation 1n glory ſhortly , and let 
that ſuffice. If not ready, make 
it thy ſpeedy buſineſs; and inſtead 
of ſorrowing, where- ſorrow can 
do no good, falk to thy own tre- 


. mendous concernment, and let 


fear and danger take up thy 


gricf, and find thy Soul other 


work. 


Secondly, May this be the worſt 2 
It is a great AfﬀiQtion. Now as 
our Saviour ſaid, Behold, thou 
art mide. whole, fin no more , 


leſt a worſe thing come unto 
thee. So I, ' Behold, -thou art 


ſadly and ſharply afflicted ;-- and 


the Lord hath \ ſadly' wounded, 


and broken thee, .ſox'' m0 (more , 


leſs a worſe thing come unto thee. 
Wrath is begun, . meet thy God, 
do not think he hath: done hls 
worſt, Search for fin, hat 

hath 


Va — » n - af". 
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bath brought this evil upon 1 
thee, and repent, to prevent 

a worſe. Let thy ſorrow be af- 

ter God , to work repentance. » Cor. 5; 
That this ſorrowful Providence, ... 19. 

may not be a Preſage and forerug- 

ner 'of a greater miſchief. But 

being ſanftified and improved 

this' way, it may prevent ſuch a 

thing, and thou maiſt eſcape with 

this. 


And thou mayeſt make this fur- 
ther advantage of the Death of 
thy Relation, To follow him with 
thy profitable thoughts into the 
ſtate he 1 Is 10. 


| Fiſt , For bis Soul. O think 
of Heaven the more for his 
ſake, who is newly gone thither, 
©: think what a change he has 


found. What a bleſſed ſtate of 
Life , 


An help to the Duty of 


Life, and Light, and Love, and 
Praiſe, he is entred into! How 
he is transformed and perfe&ted 
in his entrance among the ſpirits 
Re. 123. of juſt men made perfeF, and is 
9-**3% made one among them 3 like ar: 
Angel of God, When Eſther was 
taken into the Court, in likelihood 
of ſuch high Preferment, Mordecai 
Ef 2.11, (ber dear Uncle) walked every day 
before the Court , to know bow 
Eſther did, and what. ſhould be- 
come of her, And fo ſuch con- 
cerned Relations upon, the high 
advance of theirs, ſhould walk be- 
fore the Court of Heaven. daily, 
to contemplate of what is þecome 
of them, What a dignity they 
are in, of Ble{izdneſs, Holineſs, 
and Immortality. How. their 
wants, and delires, and. fears, are 
all ended, ..and what'.perfe@t Ho- 
lineſs they. are commenc't up 
on! 
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on | That, now they are made like 1Joha 3-2, 


unto Chriſt, and ſhall ſee hin as 
he is. O how do they admire 
Rich and Free Grace, that hath 
ſaved ſuch ſinners as they were ! 
And how do they adore ard love 
Chriſt, for what he hath done for 
them from firſt to laſt ? And how 
they do live in the concordant 
praiſes of the Bleſſed Deity , their 
Creator, Redeemer, and Sandt- 
fier, and ſhall do fo to all Eter- 
nity! O joyn thy Soul to them 
in the ſame work, of Love and 
Thankſgiving, as much as thou 
canſtz, which may be a foretaft 
tq thee of . what thou. ſhalt have, 
and a bleſſed pledge and earneſt 
to thee, That thou alſo ſhalt at 
laſt be- with them, And let it 
farther thy. Preparations, and in» 
creaſe thy Deſires and Longings 
for it, They bave now been ſo 

many 
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many days, or weeks, or months 
in Glory : Let theſe thoughts raiſe 
thy Soul above all theſe things, 
and make thee take wing for Hea- 
ven, to be with Chriſt, which 1s 
far better. And 


Secondly, For his Body. O 
think now how that body is laid 
into darkneſs, and how far by this 
time it is gone unto corruption ? 
Laz rus was counted to link when 


Joh.11.39. he had been dead but four days, .O 


how his beauty is conſumed a- 
way ! How hath he found his 
kindred under ground, corryptior: 
his father, and the worms his bro- 
* ther ard ſtiter | Our Saviour wept, 
| and groaned over Lazarus when 


in the grave: It could not be for 


the loſs of him, becauſe he knew 
he wculd raiſe him again at that 
inſtant. But it was bs as Divines 


think ) 
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think) from his ſenſe he had of 
what fin by Death had brought 
upon man, that his body ſhould 
thus be ſubje& to ſuch deſtruQi- 
on , ſtench, and rottenneſfs, and 
loathſomeneſs, that was ere while 
ſo beautiful and lovely. Camera- 
rius tells a ftory, Fhat in a Town 
of Germany, there was a young 
Gentleman , one of the faireſt 
young men of his time 3 bur when 
taken with a grievous Sickneſs, of 
which he dyed, . his Friends im- 
portun'd him, that he might be 
taken in Sculpture or Picure, to 


be his memorial to poſterity ; He 


would not grant it. Alt t 
could obtain was, That after he 
had been dead, and fpme days in 


the ground, they ſhould open his 


grave, and repreſent him as they 

then found him. They did fo, and 

found his face half gnawa _ 
wit 
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with worms, and about his mid- 
riff and back-bone,they found ma- 
ny Serpents. They cauſed this 
ſpectacle as they found it, to be 
cut in ſtone, and it lyes among the 
armed Statues of his Anceſtors ; 
and the Author ſays, he had oft 
ſeen it. O how ſhould this hume 
ble us, and make us for ever abhor 
priding our ſelves in any bodily 
beauty! It was good Counſel 
given to one, that looked a good 
face in the glaſs; O think how 
that face would look, if you could 
ſee it one year after it had been in 
the grave. And yet think alſo 
of the Reſurrection, which 1s the 
Chriſtian relief againſt this incvi- 
table miſery pf corruption ; That 


when Chriit comes, thoſe that fieep | 
14. in Jeſus, God will bring with him. 
Phil. 3.21. And theſe wile bodies ſhall be made 


like to his glorious body, according 
to 
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to the working, whereby he is a- 
ble to ſubdue all . things to himſelf. 
Even Death, and Corruption, 
and all. Adore and believe this 
Dodrine of the Refurreion * 
And thus live with the deceaſ- 
ed, with their Souls in Hea- 
ven, and their bodies in the 


grave, for thy Souls Improve-. 


ment, 


It is now time to conclude 
this Diſcourſe: And upon the 
whole matter, I ſhall do it with 
the excellent advice of a Wor- 
thy man. 


© Pray for the firſt Grace of 
© Gods Children, Not to need 
* to be corrected. 


.<« Or for the ſecond, To be bet- 
* terby the leaſt correction 3 A 
cc ſign 


4 = . $1 's c - 
wy 
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4 « ſign of a melting heart, to bleed 
<« at the leaſt blow. 


". 


« Or at leaſt, Thirdly, That God 
« would not let us go ſo far, 
« 23 that neither Proſperity nor 
« Adverfity can do us good. A- 
men. 


